
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology
Polish Academy of Sciences

Archaeologia Polona
vol. 58: 2020

PL ISSN 0066–5924
INDEX 32597x (VAT 8%)
DOI: 10.23858/APa58.2020

Special theme:
PREhISTORy Of NORTh-EAST AfRICA 

Volume dedicated to Prof. Michał Kobusiewicz 
on his 80th birthday



Archaeologia Polona
Volume 58 : 2020

Editor: DAGMARA H. WERRA

Associate Editor MARZENA WOŹNY

International Advisory 
Board:

Prof. PETER BOGUCKI – Princeton University, USA
Prof. MARTIN GOJDA – University of Western Bohemia, Pilsen, Czech Republic
Prof. ANTHONY HARDING – University of Exeter, Great Britain
Prof. MARIA IACOVOU – University of Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprus
Prof. CAROLA METZNER-NEBELSICK – University of Munich, Germany
Prof. BJØRNAR OLSEN – University of Tromsø, Norway
Prof. GUIDO VANNINI – University of Florence, Italy 

Editors of the volume: PRZEMYSłAW BOBROWSKI and MIROSłAW MASOJć

Linguistic consultation: PAUL BARFORD

Cover illustration: MACIEJ JÓRDECZKA

Reviewers: Mirosław Furmanek (Wroclaw), Elena Garcea (Cassino), Maria Gatto 
(Leicester), Bolesław Ginter (Cracow), Tomasz Herbich (Warsaw), Karla  
Kroeper (Berlin), Alice Leplongeon (Leuven), Maria Kaczmarek (Poznan), 
Andrea Manzo (Naples), Arkadiusz Marciniak (Poznan), Henryk Paner 
(Gdansk), Tomasz Płonka (Wroclaw), Włodzimierz Rączkowski (Poznan), 
Andrzej Rozwadowski (Poznan), Jiří Svoboda (Brno), Philip Van Peer 
(Leuven), András Zboray (Budapest).

Editorial office: Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology
Polish Academy of Sciences, 
00-140 Warsaw; Al. Solidarności 105
Tel. (4822) 6202881 ext. 154; Fax. (4822) 624 01 00
E-mail: archaeologiapolona@iaepan.edu.pl 
Website: http://journals.iaepan.pl/apolona

DOI: 10.23858/APa
DOI: 10.23858/APa58.2020

Archaeologia Polona Copyright © 2020 by Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology Polish Academy of Sciences. 
All articles in this volume are published in an open access under the CC BY 4.0 license 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

PUBLISHED BY
THE INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY

POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, WARSAW, POLAND

Typeset:
Printed and bound by

DOBRY SKłAD Marta Duda
PARTNER POLIGRAFIA, Białystok



Archaeologia Polona,  vol. 58: 2020,  1 – 3 
PL ISSN 0066  - 5924

Editorial

The current, 58th volume of Archaeologia Polona with the special theme – The Prehis-
tory of North-East Africa is devoted to Professor Michał Kobusiewicz on the occasion 
of the 80th anniversary of his birth. Being aware of Michał’s many significant research 
achievements, we would like through this collection of contributions to especially 
honour the African chapter of his scientific life. Although he has been engaged in 
activities in several African countries, over most of this period, his main areas of 
research were Egypt and Sudan. The Polish contribution to research on the prehistory 
of NE Africa has a long tradition. This goes back at least to the launch and initial 
projects of the Combined Prehistoric Expedition (CPE) in Egyptian and Sudanese 
Nubia in the early 1960s (Wendorf 1965). Michał Kobusiewicz was part of the first 
wave of Polish prehistorians contributing to the work of the CPE, joining the expedi-
tion in 1967. Since then, he has taken part in several dozen African missions resulting 
in abundant publications greatly increasing knowledge about the past of NE Africa. 
We may for example mention the articles in Science (Wendorf et al., 1976; 1984) or 
the monograph The Production, Use and Importance of Flint Tools in the Archaic Period 
and the Old Kingdom of Egypt (Kobusiewicz 2015). A detailed account of the African 
activities and publications of Michał Kobusiewicz are given in the initial chapters of 
this volume, the first by Romuald Schild – The African Chapter in the Scientific Life 
of Professor Michał Kobusiewicz and the second, compiled by Przemysław Bobrowski  
 – African Research of Michał Kobusiewicz: Calendar and Bibliography. Judging by this 
presentation of the geographical and chronological scope of interests and scientific 
results, it would perhaps not be an exaggeration to suggest that Michał Kobusiewicz, 
may justifiably be considered as one of the few individuals that could be considered as 
a colossus of African archaeology. Fred Wendorf, in his Desert Days, describing a field 
school for Egyptian inspectors writes that Michał was: “regarded as a great teacher and 
knew more about lithic typology than anyone in the camp, except possibly Schild” 
(Wendorf 2008: 272).

The papers in this volume honouring Michał Kobusiewicz have been written by his 
friends, colleagues, acquaintances and also by former students and present collabora-
tors. All consider the archaeology of NE Africa with the same broad chronological 
and thematic scope as the interests of Professor Kobusiewicz. 

The first four papers consider the oldest episodes of hominin presence in NE Africa. 
Mirosław Masojć and colleagues in their paper Acheulean Bifaces from Khor Shambat, 
Omdurman (Sudan), Comparative Studies in the Nubian Context discuss a recently dis-
covered Palaeolithic assemblage from Omdurman and its statistical comparison with 
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several other Acheulean sites. The second paper, The Middle Palaeolithic Assemblage 
with Bahari Technique from Site 21b in Deir el-Bahari (Western Thebes), Upper Egypt 
by Barbara Drobniewicz and Bolesław Ginter presents interesting knapping technique 
observed in the Egyptian Palaeolithic assemblage from Deir el-Bahari. Marta Osypińska 
and colleagues focus on the The PalaeoAffad Project and the Prehistory of the Middle Nile. 
The last article in this group, by Donatella Usai, The Qadan, the Jebel Sahaba Cemetery 
and the Lithic Collection, reassesses the chronology and affiliation of the world-famous 
Sudanese cemetery with the oldest evidence of warfare. 

The second group of contributions consider Mesolithic and Neolithic societies both 
from Egypt and Sudan in the form of a site reports, geophysical surveys and a synthetic 
papers. Lenka Varadzinová and Ladislav Varadzin report on The First Notes on the 
Second Khartoum Mesolithic Cemetery at Jebel Sabaloka (Sudan). Another Mesolithic 
and Neolithic cemetery from Omdurman, Sudan is presented by Maciej Jórdeczka and 
colleagues in the next paper, Neolithic Inhabitants of Khor Shambat 1, Sudan. The third 
paper in this group, Comparison of Different Gouge Collections from Central Sudan 
by Katarína Kapustka and Małgorzata Winiarska-Kabacińska, involves technological 
and functional analysis of Neolithic gouges from Sudanese collections. An important 
Neolithic sites in the Egyptian Desert is discussed by Jacek Kabaciński and a group 
of co-authors and by Przemysław Bobrowski and colleagues in the next two papers, 
Towards Understanding the Late Neolithic of the Egyptian Western Desert: Gebel Ramlah, 
Site E-16-02 and The Early Holocene Archaeological Evidence (Site E-05-1) in Bargat 
El-Shab (Western Desert Egypt). It must be said that geophysical surveys have been 
very rarely undertaken on prehistoric NE African sites, but one is reported by Fabian 
Welc and Przemysław Bobrowski from the area of Bargat El-Shab in the paper titled: 
Results of Geophysical Survey in Bargat El-Shab in Southern Egypt. Insight into the Early 
Holocene Settlement Pattern of the El Nabta / Al Jerar Interphase. The last paper in this 
group, Recent Research on Neolithic and Predynastic Development in the Egyptian Nile 
Valley by Agnieszka Mączyńska, is an important review of the recent results of studies 
concerning the origins of the Neolithic in Northeastern Africa.

The next group, of two papers, considers the later prehistory of the area. The first of 
them, A few Remarks about Cosmetic Palettes from Tell el-Farkha by Krzysztof Ciałowicz 
discusses an aspect of this important site in the Nile delta. The second paper, Flints 
from the Road: on the Significance of two Enigmatic Stone Tools Found along the Darb 
el-Tawil written by Heiko Riemer and Karin Kindermann, discusses the phenomenon 
of the interpretation of surface lithic finds and the issue of knapped stone artefacts 
being produced and used in the period after the Stone Age in Africa.

Rock art, one of the beloved subjects of Michał Kobusiewicz’s research, is the theme 
of the fourth and last group of papers in this volume. Friederike Jesse presents her 
observations from the Sudanese site Zolat el Hammad in the paper titled: Rock Art 
and Archaeology – a Short Visit to Zolat el Hammad, Northern Sudan and Paweł Lech 
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Polkowski discusses rock art from Egyptian Dakhleh Oasis: Animal Hill – a Large 
Prehistoric Rock Art Site CO178 in the Central Dakhleh Oasis, Egypt.

We believe that the above listed contributions, in many cases based on or discuss-
ing the results of Michał Kobusiewicz’s research, represent the range of his scientific 
involvement with Africa, and thus form a tribute to his work. These fifteen papers 
have been reviewed and improved by a group of international reviewers to whom 
we owe our gratitude. In alphabetical order the following reviewers were so kind to 
contribute to improving this volume: Mirosław Furmanek (Wroclaw), Elena Garcea 
(Cassino), Maria Gatto (Leicester), Bolesław Ginter (Cracow), Tomasz Herbich (War-
saw), Karla Kroeper (Berlin), Alice Leplongeon (Leuven), Maria Kaczmarek (Poznan), 
Andrea Manzo (Naples), Arkadiusz Marciniak (Poznan), Henryk Paner (Gdansk), 
Tomasz Płonka (Wroclaw), Włodzimierz Rączkowski (Poznan), Andrzej Rozwadowski 
(Poznan), Jiří Svoboda (Brno), Philip Van Peer (Leuven), András Zboray (Budapest).

Finally, the editors would like to express our wish that this volume will reach a broad 
audience. It was a pleasure to edit and work on the volume to honour the Professor 
whom we not only respect as a scientist but also admire a lot as a person. On behalf of 
all the contributors to this volume, the authors and the reviewers, we would like to wish 
Michał many more successes and achievements in his ongoing work in Africa!

Przemysław Bobrowski
Mirosław Masojć
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Recent Research on Neolithic 
and Predynastic Development  
in the Egyptian Nile Valley

Agnieszka Mączyńskaa

From the very beginning of his studies in Northeastern Africa, Professor Michał Kobusiewicz 
concentrated on the prehistory of this region. His interests went beyond the Palaeolithic to 
encompass later periods during which the foundations were laid for the unified Egyptian state. 
This is well evidenced by his paper on “Neolithic and Predynastic Development in the Egyptian 
Nile Valley”, presented at a meeting of the members of the International Commission of the Later 
Prehistory of Northeastern Africa in Cologne and published in 2002 (Kobusiewicz 2002). Profes-
sor Kobusiewicz delivered both a very detailed overview of the contemporary state of research 
on the period in question as well as an outline of the most important research problems for 
further investigations. Since the publication of that paper, further research on the prehistory 
of Northeastern Africa has shed new light on the issues pointed out by M. Kobusiewicz. This 
article reviews the most recent studies on one of those issues, e.g., the origins of the Neolithic 
in Northeastern Africa. 

KEY-WORDS: Egyptian Neolithic, Egyptian Prehistory, Nile Valley, Fayumian, early and mid-
dle Holocene, Western Desert 

INTRODUCTION

In 2002, Professor Michał Kobusiewicz published his paper on “Neolithic and Pre-
dynastic Development in the Egyptian Nile Valley” in the proceedings of the sympo-
sium “State of Current Research in the Archaeology of Northeastern Africa” held in 
Cologne in spring 1990 (Klees and Kuper eds 2002). The aim of the meeting was to 
summarize the state of research on the prehistory of this region. However, most of 
the contributors pointed out large gaps in the knowledge on this subject. In his paper, 
Professor Kobusiewicz (2002) focused on the Neolithic and Predynastic of the Egyptian 

a Poznan Archaeological Museum, Wodna Street 27, 61-781 Poznań, Poland; e-mail: agnieszka.maczynska 
@muzarp.poznan.pl; ORCID: 0000-0002-5828-032X
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Nile Valley and presented both the current state of research in this region as well as 
an outline of the most important research problems for further investigations. One 
of the matters for further studies mentioned in the contribution was the problem of 
the origins of the Neolithic communities in Northeastern Africa, both in the Nile 
Valley and in the Egyptian part of the Sahara. M. Kobusiewicz also outlined the need 
to investigate the relations between the communities from the Nile Valley and those 
from the neighbouring regions – the Western Desert and the Near East. In addition, 
he mentioned the existence of some chronological gaps in our picture of Egyptian 
prehistory and the importance of lithic assemblages neglected by many researchers. 

Over the years that have passed since the publication of the paper, new research 
on the prehistory of Northeastern Africa has shed fresh light on the issues presented 
by M. Kobusiewicz. Although gaps still exist, our knowledge on the socio-economic 
processes that took place in the Egyptian Nile Valley as well as in the Sahara in the early 
and middle Holocene is now much richer than in the 1990s. In this paper, the author 
focuses on one of the research matters outlined by M. Kobusiewicz – the origins of 
the Neolithic in Northeastern Africa, both in Lower Egypt as well as in the desert. From 
the perspective of the current state of research, especially in the Fayum region, it is 
clear how accurate were his assessments of the problems identified by M. Kobusiewicz, 
and how apposite were his research suggestions and tips. 

THE ORIGINS OF THE NEOLITHIC IN NORTHEASTERN AFRICA

Lower Egypt
The first Neolithic communities emerged in Lower Egypt approximately in the middle 
of the 6th millennium BC. A new subsistence strategy, the introduction of pottery and 
a sedentary lifestyle have been named as the main features distinguishing this period 
from the preceding Epipalaeolithic. It is generally agreed that domesticated plants and 
animals, alongside other elements of the Neolithic package, were introduced into Lower 
Egypt from the southern Levant (Krzyżaniak 1977; Ciałowicz 1999; Midant-Reynes 
2000; Wengrow 2006; Tassie 2014). 

The timing of the discoveries of Neolithic sites in Lower Egypt (early 20th century) 
had a major effect on today’s idea of the prehistoric communities occupying this 
region in the period in question. The culture-historical approach, widely accepted at 
the time of the discoveries, resulted in dissecting the Neolithic occupation of Lower 
Egypt into three isolated cultural units characterised by a limited quantity of avail-
able data. On the basis of the discoveries made in the first part of 20th century, three 
cultural units were identified and are currently known as the Fayumian, the Merimde, 
and the el-Omari cultures (Caton-Thompson and Gardner 1934; Junker 1920–1940; 
Debono and Mortensen 1990). The communities represented by these units occupied 
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different parts of Lower Egypt and overlapped only in certain periods. However, it is 
quite obvious that the cultural map of Lower Egypt in the period in question is full of 
blank spots, while all the currently known Neolithic (Fig. 1) sites probably represent 
only a small fraction of sites representing the actual Neolithic presence in Lower Egypt 
(Mączyńska 2018).

Archaeologists have returned to the Fayum Depression as well as to Merimde Beni 
Salame after a long break. Research carried out in the Fayum between 2003–2013 
contributed to a number of important discoveries that changed our knowledge of 

Fig. 1. Map of Northeastern Africa showing the most important Prehistoric sites.  
Drawn: J. Kędelska. 
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the region (Holdaway and Wendrich eds 2017). The latest discoveries in the area indi-
cate that the lack of traditional settlement structures associated with a traditional 
farming society probably results from the movement of people and animals across this 
region. The mobile way of life linked to the exploitation of various resources was not 
conducive to permanent occupation. Sites from the area were probably short-term 
hunting or fishing stop-over locations, perhaps accompanied by somewhat larger 
seasonal base camps. Another part of the mobile pattern were storage facilities used 
by groups moving across the area (Holdaway and Phillipps 2017). The early Fayumian 
people were probably pastoralists herding domesticated sheep, goats and cattle. These 
animals, although of Near Eastern origin, could have been introduced to the Fayum 
from the Eastern and Western Desert, where their presence in the 6th millennium BC 
is unquestionable (Tassie 2014: 236; Brass 2018). At a certain point in time, the inhabit-
ants of the northern shore of Lake Qarun adopted also domesticated plants of Near 
Eastern origins (barley, wheat, flax). The plants may have arrived from the Delta area, 
where farming settlements already existed in Merimde Beni Salame and Sais (Tassie 
2014: 236). At the beginning, plants grown for food were probably only an addition 
to the resources offered by the lake, still intensively exploited (Linseele et al., 2014). At 
that time, pigs and dogs may have been introduced too, in addition to the previously 
known domesticated species (Tassie 2014: 231). These changes were accompanied by 
a reduction in the degree of mobility of the Fayumian communities. However, in 
the context of the most recent research in the Fayum, the movement of people was 
characteristic for all periods of occupation in the Fayum while “people moved into, out 
of and across a landscape rather than settling within it” (Holdaway et al., 2017: 222, 224).

In the light of the recent investigations, many features of the Fayumian community 
(settlement pattern, grain storage systems, mobility, the small proportion of domestic 
animals and use of wild resources) mean that this community was closer in nature to 
the groups that occupied Northeastern Africa, rather than to the Neolithic Levantine 
societies (Holdaway et al., 2016; Holdaway and Phillips 2017). 

The research in the Fayum has also helped fill in a gap in the Neolithic period. It 
has demonstrated human activity on the shore of Lake Qarun during the occupation 
gap between the Epipalaeolithic and the Neolithic periods. A number of age determina-
tions from the later part of the early Holocene indicates frequent human activity across 
the northern shore of Lake Qarun until around 4000 BC (Holdaway et al., 2016: 176–177). 

Our poor understanding of the Neolithic occupation in the western Delta has 
attracted researchers specialising in the prehistory of this region. In 2013, the Imbaba 
Governorate Prehistoric Survey began in Meridme Beni Salame (Fig. 1) with the aim 
of surveying the western Delta hinterland around the Neolithic settlement (Rowland 
and Tassie 2014; Rowland 2015; Rowland and Bertini 2016). The researchers involved in 
the project set out to recreate the local environment and determine the role of humans 
in relation to it in its prehistory. The researchers focused on the transition between 
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the Epipalaeolithic and the Neolithic in order to understand the adaptation of farming 
and herding in Lower Egypt. Even though the project is still underway, its authors 
have already managed to collect information about human activity in this area from 
the Middle Palaeolithic and to demonstrate that the area occupied by the Neolithic 
settlement in Merimde was actually larger than once believed. Attempts at collecting 
new AMS radiocarbon dates also seem promising, as they can help fine-tune the site’s 
chronology. Particularly remarkable is the fact that, as in the Fayum, the community 
inhabiting the Merimde settlement was not fully sedentary, and probably utilised 
the area around Wadi el-Gamal and exploited available resources for hunting, food 
processing and working tools (Rowland 2015).

The Egyptian part of the Sahara
Archaeological research conducted since the 1960s in the Egyptian Sahara confirmed 
the existence of evidence for intensive activity of hunter-gatherer and early herder 
groups in the early and middle Holocene. Remains left in the desert indicate the pres-
ence of a unique socio-economic system during the Holocene humid phase (8500–
5300 BC; Kuper and Kröplin 2006). 

In the early Holocene (c. 9000 cal. BC), the desert changed into a dry savannah, 
as a result of an abrupt northward shift of the tropical rainfall belt. Despite milder 
conditions, human presence in this area still depended on a few important elements, 
such as water, vegetation, and animals (Kuper and Kröplin 2006; Bubenzer and 
Reimer 2007). 

The early Holocene in the Western Desert is linked to the activity of hunter-
gatherer groups, whose traces (remains of short-stay camps) have been found near 
water sources, such as playas, pans or springs. Hunting was their basic subsistence 
strategy, and the role of wild plants depended on their availability, gradually increas-
ing in the course of the Holocene humid phase (Gehlen et al., 2002). 

During the early Holocene, the Nabta Playa-Bir Kiseiba area was a special place 
(Fig. 1). Its specific environmental and climatic conditions had a significant impact 
on the trajectory of the development of human groups occupying this area. This is 
where the oldest traces of domesticated cattle (late 9th and 8th millennium BC) and 
intensive exploitation of wild plants were found. The special relationship between 
humans and animals, as well as the possibility to collect and store wild plant grains, 
allowed people to survive in the harsh conditions of the savannah. It was here that 
the oldest, richly decorated Egyptian ceramics of African origin appeared and it is 
from here that it probably was adopted for use in other parts of the Egyptian Sahara 
(Wendorf and Schild 2001; Jórdeczka et al., 2013).

The middle Holocene (7000 cal. BC) saw an improvement in climatic conditions 
and, consequently, an intensification of human activity in the eastern Sahara, with 
a growing number of sites across the entire region. Traces of extended human presence 
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were recorded as well, interpreted as an episode of sedentism (e.g., Dakhleh Oasis, 
Farafra Oasis; Fig. 1). However, mobility still guaranteed survival, and people trav-
elled over long distances in search of water, animals, and plants. During this period, 
the importance of wild plants increased and traces of their intensive exploitation can 
be observed in the archaeological assemblages. Undoubtedly, an important event was 
the emergence of domesticated animals – ovicaprines and cattle. Their importance 
was initially insignificant while hunting was still the main source of food. However, 
people started to move not only in search of water and food but also in search of 
pastures for animals. The relationship between humans and animals that which began 
at the time, led to the development of a pastoral economy at the end of the Holocene 
humid phase (Kuper and Riemer 2013; Riemer et al., 2013). 

Around 5300 BC, a declining number of C14 dates from the Western Desert have been 
recorded, suggesting a decline in settlement activity (Riemer et al., 2013). This change 
has been linked to the southward withdrawal of the monsoonal rains and the onset of 
the desiccation of the Egyptian Sahara. The climatic changes triggered the movement 
of people and thus caused a migrational shift to the north (the Fayum, the Delta), to 
the Nile Valley, to southern Egypt, and to northern Sudan. In the oases, isolated from 
northern and southern influences, new cultural traditions began to develop. Moreover, 
the area between the Nile and the desert was criss-crossed by pastoral groups (e.g., Tasian) 
who stopped over in oases or in locations ensuring easy access to water and the pastures 
in the Nile Valley. 

Tasian materials are known from a few localities in the Western and Eastern Desert 
(Fig. 1) e.g., at Gebel Ramlah, Wadi el-Hol, the Kharga Oasis and Wadi Atulla (Darnell 
2002; Friedman and Hobbs 2002; Gatto 2010; Briois et al., 2012; Dachy et al., 2018). 
On the one hand, all these finds indicate a high degree of mobility of the pastoral Tasa 
people, while on the other, they suggest links with desert traditions developed during 
the Holocene humid phase, rather than with the Nile Valley. The Saharan hunter-
gatherers and early herders could have been the ancestors of the Tasa groups who were 
forced to modify their way of life when the conditions in the desert became harsher. 
They adopted pastoralism and moved between the valley and the desert, which allowed 
them to survive (see also Tassie 2014: 266–282). 

CONCLUSIONS

Over the last few years of research on the origins of the Neolithic in Northeaster Africa 
many new aspects of the social and economic development in the region in the period 
in question have emerged. 

First of all, together with the progress of research, it became more apparent how 
the Neolithic Lower Egyptian groups gradually could no longer be seen as resembling 
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the typical Neolithic farming communities known from the area of the Near East. 
Although the bones of domesticated animals are present in archaeological assemblages, 
it now seems that the role of animal husbandry as one of the subsistence strategies 
was rather minor (Linseele et al., 2014). During the 6th millennium BC, domesticated 
plants were probably not known in Lower Egypt, or were known on a very small, 
experimental scale (see Shirai 2017). The Neolithic groups, thanks to the abundance 
of natural resources in the vicinity of the lake or the river, relied on food resources 
offered by the environment (Linseele et al., 2014). The lack of permanent settlement 
structures in this area is interpreted in the context of a partially mobile way of life. 
Moving within the Fayum Depression or Wadi el-Gamal and adjacent desert areas, 
people were able to use the resources offered by the natural environment, including 
food and raw materials used for tool production. 

Secondly, the origins of the Neolithic groups in Lower Egypt are linked both to 
the influences from the Levant as well as those from the Egyptian Sahara. Importantly 
however, the available evidence does not prove any direct contacts between Lower Egypt 
and the southern Levant or Lower Egypt and the Western Desert, or the presence of 
migrants from the eastern Sahara or the Near East in the northern part of Egypt dur-
ing the Neolithic. This research problem still needs further investigation (Tassie 2014: 
194–240; Mączyńska 2018: 52–64). 

Finally, the recent research on the origins of the Neolithic communities in North-
eastern Africa has allowed the partial filling of the other gaps outlined by M. Kobu-
siewicz. New chronological determination from the Fayum have proven that the gap 
between the Neolithic and the Epipalaeolithic should be interpreted only as a result of 
lack of evidence, rather than an actual hiatus in occupation on the shores of Lake Qarun 
(Holdaway et al., 2016). Additionally, investigations in Lower Egypt and the eastern 
Sahara have provided plenty of information on the relationships between the two 
regions (Shirai 2010; 2013; Mączyńska 2018). Moreover, research in both areas has 
demonstrated that lithic assemblages offer important clues for researchers, as suggested 
by Professor M. Kobusiewicz in his paper (Kobusiewicz 2002: 215).

The recent investigation have provided valuable evidence for understanding the cul-
tural development of prehistoric Northestern Africa. However, many issues still require 
further study. Even now, with access to the newest dating methods, chronology still 
seems to be the weakest point in the research on the prehistory of these regions. Moreo-
ver, the challenges are similar to those faced in the 1990s. Prehistoric remains are still 
in danger due to the intensive development of farming areas in Egypt.
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