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Post-medieval Pottery in Mazovia and  
Podlachia (16th–18th Century) –  
a Preliminary Report

Maciej Trzecieckia

The text is dedicated to the question of traditions and innovations in post-medieval pottery 
manufactured and used in the territory of today’s Mazovia and Podlachia in Poland. It focuses 
on the distribution of waregroups in the assemblages from selected sites dated to the mid-16th 
– late 18th centuries. The list includes both capital cities in the province (Warsaw, Płock) and 
local towns (Ciechanów, Płońsk, Przasnysz), as well as royal and aristocratic residences, gentry 
manors and villages. Among the most characteristic features worthy of note are the long lasting 
of early medieval manufacturing traditions, the widespreaduse of greyware, the relatively small 
proportion of whiteware and glazed vessels, as well as the sporadic (excluding Warsaw) occurrence 
of fineware (porcelain, faience). The analysis points to the specificity of Mazovian pottery in 
16th–18th centuries, in relation to both other Polish lands and our notions on trends in pottery 
manufacture and use in the post-medieval period.
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The post-medieval period can be considered as transition between the Middle Ages 
and modernity, a process spreading over several centuries. The clash between the “old” 
and “new”, the confrontation of traditional normative discourses with the dynamic, 
sometimes violent, emergence of new political, economic, and socio-cultural relations 
is among the key features of the years between the discovery of America and the French 
revolution. The extensive mobility of both people and commodities, triggered by the 
great geographical opening, fostered the creation of global economic networks, the 
emancipation of new social classes and the transfer of new or exotic cultural models 
(see, e.g., McCants 2007; Gerritsen 2016, with further literature). All these processes 
are reflected in the material relics of social life, including ceramic vessels.

several factors deserve particular attention when considering the tension between 
traditions and innovations in pottery manufacture and use. Technological progress, 
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embodied by the european discovery of porcelain recipes, is among the pivotal ones. 
The gradual decline of medieval institutions that regulated both pottery manufacture 
and distribution, namely, the guild system, is also of significant importance. one should 
pay particular attention to the increasing mobility that stemmed from the colonization 
of newly discovered lands, urbanization, and development of long-distance trade. This 
triggered the emergence of new patterns of social life, including modes of consumption, 
compatible with the ambitions and needs of new privileged social classes.The aforemen-
tioned questions, particularly changes in consumption patterns and table culture, are 
present in academic discourse, although the researchers’ interest has focussed mainly on 
the core areas of the post-medieval Western world (see, e.g., deetz 1977;  Cassidy-Geiger 
2007; Majewski and schiffer 2009; Berg et al., 2015, with further literature).Thus, 
an attempt to look at the socio-cultural transformations on the european peripher-
ies through the lens of pottery finds appears to have significant cognitive potential.

The following text focuses on the “old” and “new” phenomena in post-medieval 
pottery production and use in the territory of today’s Mazovia and Podlachia. The choice 
is not accidental – both territories had a peripheral character at that time, with the 
weakest impact of urbanization. We should, therefore, expect a relatively long duration 
of traditional ways of manufacture, along with the slow dissemination of innovations. It 
must be, however, stressed that since the mid-16th century, Mazovia and Podlachia were 
actively involved in the large-scale grain trade, essential for the economic prosperity of 
the entire country. Mazovia was also the location of the capital of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth, Warsaw. The role of this city as the capital, together with the par-
ticipation of Mazovian towns in the grain trade could have created favourable condi-
tions for the adaptation and dissemination of new technologies and stylistic patterns.

For a long time, not much interest was taken by archaeologists of post-medieval 
pottery, and Mazovia has been no exception here, although it should be emphasized 
that the ceramic assemblages from the excavations of the old Town and royal Castle 
in Warsaw were among the first Polish publications of finds from the post-medieval 
period (see, e.g., Świechowska and dukwicz 1955; Gierlach 1966; Janiszowski 1966). 
excavations conducted over the last 30 years, related mainly to developments on both 
a supra-regional (the laying of the yamal gas pipeline, the construction of motorways) 
and local scale (revitalization of town centres), have provided numerous and diverse 
groups of finds, regrettably, still largely unpublished (see: Bieńkowska and Kiziukie-
wicz 2006; Bis and Bis 2012; Pela 2013; Lis 2017, for further literature). Nevertheless, 
the data contained in publications and research reports allow us an overview of the 
ceramic material recovered from a selection of sites dated between the 16th and 18th 
centuries. The assemblages of potsherds obtained there provide the basis for a pre-
liminary evaluation of post-medieval pottery in Mazovia and Podlachia.

due to limitations of space, this paper will concentrate on the issue of the differ-
ing proportions of ware groups in chosen assemblages of the period discussed. of key 
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importance is the question of the mutual relations between pottery groups recognized 
as “traditional” (brownware, greyware) and those that were “progressive” (glazed ware, 
whiteware, fineware). The majority of the assemblages selected have been the subject 
of studies conducted personally by the author, with the application of a uniform set of 
statistical methods introduced by Jerzy Kruppé (1967; see also Trzeciecki 2016: 37–46, 
for further literature). other assemblages have been included that had been analyzed 
with the use of the aforementioned (or comparative) set of methods and published in 
a form allowing the raw data to be used here. The selection focused on providing the 
broadest possible representation of the basic site groups, namely, towns, palaces of the 
aristocracy, manors of the gentry, and villages (Fig. 1; Table 1). It is worth noting that 
all of the finds presented here have been acquired in the course of rescue excavations.

data on pottery in use in Mazovian towns are provided by the assemblages from 
the excavations conducted in Warsaw as well as in other Mazovian towns: Płock, 
Ciechanów, Płońsk, Przasnysz, Bielsk Podlaski. It should be stressed that in the case 
of the majority of the towns discussed here, the selected assemblages provide only 
partial information, concerning specific places within the urban space. only in the 
case of Płock, do we have at our disposal data that create the basis for studying changes 
in the manufacture and use of pottery in areas situated across the whole municipal 
complex. Vessels from royal and aristocratic seats are represented by assemblages from 
eighteenth-century Warsaw residences: the Branicki, Jabłonowski and Witosławski 
palaces, along with the pottery from the royal castle in Tykocin, the residence of the 
sapieha family in dubno, and the Branicki Palace in Białystok. Assemblages from 
manors of the gentry derive from Gaj Nowy, Niegów, and from a type of settlement 
structure specific to post-medieval Mazovia and Podlachia, namely, petty-gentry villages 
(Brulino-Koski, Zambrzyce stare). There has been very little archaeological investiga-
tion of post-medieval peasant villages, particularly when compared to the amount of 
excavations in towns. Therefore, only assemblages from three villages located in the 
vicinity of Warsaw (Komorowo, rusiec, and strzeniówka) have been included, along 
with the pottery assemblage from the peasant village of Leonowicze in Podlachia.

Among the atavistic features of Mazovian pottery-making, worthy of particular 
attention are: the long duration of early medieval manufacture traditions, such as 
tempering clay with crushed stones, the use of a coiling technique, and the firing of 
the products in an uncontrolled oxidizing atmosphere. so-called “traditional” vessels 
occur in the assemblages from towns. In early sixteenth-century Płock, the quantity 
reaches 14.6%, to drop to almost 2% in the early 17th century. Interestingly, in Płock 
they occurred mainly in the castle and estates belonging to the nobility and clergy-
men that lived in the town but they were not involved in its social and economic 
structures (Trzeciecki 2016: 198 ff). The relatively low quantities of traditional vessels 
from both Warsaw (Castle sq., up to 1%) and small towns that were founded around 
1400 – Ciechanów (Market sq., 2.4%), Płońsk (Zduńska st., 0.7%), and Przasnysz 
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(Czeladnicza st., 0.5%) point to the links between this group of ceramics and the 
rural hinterland. Traditional vessels finally disappeared from the Mazovian towns by 
the mid-17th century.

early medieval pottery-making traditions lasted much longer in villages and man-
ors. Clear regional differences should be stressed here – the quantity of traditional 
vessels grows significantly in the eastern part of the discussed territory, in the least 

Fig. 1. Location of the archaeological sites mentioned in the text. A – frontier of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth in the 16th–18th centuries, B – internal frontier between Poland and the Grand duchy 
of Lithuania after 1569, C – duchy of Mazovia in the 15th century. 1 – Warsaw, 2 – Płock, 3 – Płońsk, 

4 – Ciechanów, 5 – Przasnysz, 6 – Bielsk Podlaski, 7 – Tykocin, 8 – Białystok, 9 – Zambrzyce stare, 
10 – Brulino-Koski, 11 – Leonowicze, 12 – Niegów, 13 – dubno, 14 – Komorów, rusiec, and strzeniówka 

(villages in the vicinity of Warsaw), 15 – Gaj Nowy. The numbers correspond with Table 1.
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Table. 1. List of the sites mentioned in the text with chronology and literature references.  
site numbers correspond with the map in Fig. 1.

Site Settlement type Chronology Literature

1a Warsaw, Castle sq. town 16th – 18th c. Trzeciecki 2017

1b Warsaw, Browarna st. town 18th c. Trzeciecki and rudnicki 
2021

1c Warsaw, Branicki 
palace

aristocracy 
residence

mid-17th – mid-
18th c.

Trzeciecki 2020a

1d Warsaw, Jabłonowski 
palace

aristocracy 
residence

17th – 19th c. starski 2013

1e Warsaw, Witosławski 
palace

aristocracy 
residence

18th c. smoliński and Trzeciecki 
2020

2 Płock town 16th – 19th c. Trzeciecki 2016

3 Płońsk, Zduńska st. town 16th – 17th c. smoliński et al., 2010

4 Ciechanów, Market sq. town 16th – early 18th c. Trzeciecki and Affelski 2016

5 Przasnysz, Czeladnicza 
st.

town 16th – 18th c. smoliński and Trzeciecki 
2010

6 Bielsk Podlaski town 16th – 18th c. Pawlata 2015

7 Tykocin royal castle 16th – early 17th c. Auch and Trzeciecki 2015

8 Białystok aristocracy 
residence

18th c. Pawlata 2013

9 Zambrzyce stare petty-gentry 
village

16th – early 17th c. Trzeciecki and Affelski 2017

10 Brulino-Koski petty-gentry 
village

16th c. Musianowicz 1975

11 Leonowicze peasant village mid-16th – early 
18th c.

Gołembnik et al., 2018

12 Niegów gentry manor mid-17th – 18th c. Trzeciecki 2017b

13 dubno aristocracy 
residence

17th – 18th c. Garas and Karwowska 2013

14a Komorów peasant village 16th – 18th c. Morysiński 2015

14b rusiec peasant village 16th – 18th c. Morysiński 2015

14c strzeniówka peasant village 16th – 18th c. Morysiński 2015

15 Gaj Nowy gentry manor 16th – 17th c. Świątkiewicz 1992
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urbanized areas of the former medieval Polish-ruthenian borderland. In the collections 
of pottery from sixteenth-century villages and manors in left-bank Mazovia, however, 
traditional vessels constitute a maximum of a few percent and disappear before the 
end of the century (Świątkiewicz 1992: 279–280; Morysiński 2005: 384–390, tables 
2–9). Assemblages from eastern Mazovia provide entirely different proportions. The 
villages of Brulino-Koski and Zambrzyce stare, established in the 16th century and 
inhabited by petty gentry, with the proportion of traditional vessels of 70–80%, can 
serve as a good example here (Musianowicz 1975: 150–151, table 1; Trzeciecki and Affelski 
2017: 171–172). The quantities of traditional ware reach 44% in the sixteenth-century 
assemblage of kitchenware from the royal castle in Tykocin (Auch and Trzeciecki 2015: 
191–192). The assemblage of vessels from Leonowicze, a peasant village in Podlachia 
established in the mid-16th century and abandoned in the early 18th century, included 
about 90% of the traditional ware (Gołembnik et al., 2018: 335–336). early medieval 
pottery-making techniques lasted in eastern Mazovia and Podlachia up to the early 18th 
century, as evidenced by the single finds of traditional vessels from the excavations held 
in the gentry manor in Niegów, and palaces of the aristocracy in dubno and Białystok 
(Garas and Karwowska 2013: 228; Pawlata 2013: 131–132; Trzeciecki 2017b: 171, 185). 
Interesting regional differences are reflected also in the repertoire of forms – traditional 
vessels from western and northern Mazovia imitate greyware pots (Fig. 2:1–9), while in 
eastern Mazovia and Podlachia the influence of pottery styles of Black rus’, unchanged 
since the 12th century, predominate (Fig. 2:10–15; Auch and Trzeciecki 2015: 194–195).

since the publication of the first – and so far the only – attempt to synthesize the 
transformations of post-medieval pottery in Poland (Gajewska 1993), a high percentage 
of vessels fired in a reducing atmosphere has been taken as an indicator of the impact 
of medieval traditions (e.g., Kajzer 1994; 1996: 216–218; Morysiński 2005: 412–413; 
Marcinkowski 2009: 211–212). In the case of Mazovia, however, the dissemination 
of greyware was of a different nature. This ware group appeared there relatively late, 
along with location of Płock and Warsaw in 1300. Up to the late 14th century, the 
manufacture and distribution of greywares was limited mainly to the aforementioned 
towns. The wider dissemination of greyware vessels was related to the urbanization of 
western and northern Mazovia that started around 1400. Up to the end of the 15th 
century, they constituted almost 100% of the pottery assemblages from towns. The 
percentages of greyware vessels began to decrease in the 16th century. The decline is 
most visible in the case of Warsaw (Castle sq.) – from over 90% at the end of the 15th 
century to 17% in the late 16th century, and only 3.5% in the mid-18th century. The 
quantity of greyware in the assemblages from smaller towns, dated to the second half 
of the 16th century, is significantly higher – up to 60% in Płock, Ciechanów (Market 
sq.), and Przasnysz (Czeladnicza st.). It reaches more than 80% in the collections of 
pottery from Płońsk (Zduńska st.) and Bielsk Podlaski. The percentage of greyware 
slowly decreased during the 18th century, below 22.5% in Płock and 38% in Przasnysz 
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(Czeladnicza st.). It should be however noted here that single greyware vessels are 
still present in the nineteenth-century pottery assemblages from Mazovian towns 
(Trzeciecki 2019: 154–160, with further literature).

The slow decline of greyware in Mazovian towns is accompanied by an equally 
slow increase of this group of wares in the hinterland. Interestingly, as in the case of 

Fig. 2. selection of traditional vessels from the second half of the 16th century to the mid-17th 
century: Płock (1–3), Warsaw, Castle sq. (4, 5), Niegów (6, 7), Zambrzyce stare (8, 9), Tykocin 

(10–12), Leonowicze (13–15). 1–9, 13–15 drawn by M. Trzeciecki, 10–12 after Auch, Trzeciecki 2015.
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traditional pottery, the spread of vessels fired in a reducing atmosphere begins in west-
ern Mazovia and reaches the north-eastern outskirts of the region the latest. Greyware 
vessels, mostly jugs, appear in the villages in the vicinity of Warsaw already in the 15th 
century. In the late 17th century, their quantities reach 50% and then decline, mostly in 
favour of vessels fired in a highly oxidizing atmosphere (Morysiński 2005: table 4–9). 
The proportions of greyware vessels in the assemblages from the sixteenth-century 
petty gentry villages of eastern Mazovia are in the range of 10–20%. The percentage of 
such ware group in the royal castle of Tykocin was only slightly higher. In the village 
of Leonowicze in Podlachia, greyware comprises up to 5% of the assemblages. In the 
majority of cases, greyware was represented mostly by tableware – jugs, pitchers, and 
plates. In the late 17th and 18th centuries, the proportion of greyware, both kitchen 
and table vessels, in the assemblages from eastern Mazovia and Podlachia exceeds 50% 
(Niegów) or even 60% (dubno, Białystok). It should be, however, mentioned here 
that the real mass spread of greyware in Podlachia started only at the turn of the 18th 
and 19th centuries, and their production is continued there up to the present time 
(Trzeciecki 2019: 159–160, with further literature).

Post-medieval Mazovian greyware vessels are highly differentiated in terms of their 
stylistic features. Among the most characteristic groups, highly decorated polished 
tableware, mostly jugs and pitchers, manufactured in the 16th and early 17th centuries, 
should be mentioned first. They were produced in the majority of Mazovian towns, 
among them vessels from Płock (Fig. 3:1–5) and Płońsk (Fig. 3:6–8) deserve particular 
attention, primarily due to their individual and creative stylistic inventions. In the 
17th and 18th centuries, the forms of greyware vessels became standardized, repeating 
the stylistic features of the whiteware pots. Burnished decoration still distinguishes 
the greywares, although the motifs became simplified (Fig. 3:9–13).

Glazed vessels fired in a controlled, highly oxidising atmosphere and described as 
“red-” or “whiteware”, regarding the type of clay, are among the pivotal indicators of 
the post-medieval period. Although both of the groups appear in the pottery assem-
blages from Mazovia, their detailed characteristics depart from the general picture of 
post-medieval pottery in the Polish lands. First and foremost, the surprisingly low 
percentage of glazed vessels deserves particular attention. Although the quantity of 
glazed ware in the assemblages from Warsaw ranges from 35–45% in the second half 
of the 16th century, up to 55–80% in the second half of the 18th century (starski 2013: 
table 2, 3; Trzeciecki 2017a: table 93, 94; 2020a; smoliński and Trzeciecki 2020; rud-
nicki and Trzeciecki 2021), data from the other Mazovian towns reveal a completely 
different picture. The percentage of glazed ware in Płock gradually increases from 3% 
in the second half of the 16th century, up to 7% in the second half of the 18th century 
(Trzeciecki 2016: table 3, 5, 39, 61). Their quantity in Przasnysz (Czeladnicza st.) is 
equally low, from less than 1% in the 16th century up to 5% in the 18th century. In 
Ciechanów (Market sq.), in the assemblages dated to the late 16th and 17th centuries, 
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Fig. 3. selection of greyware vessels with burnished decoration from the second half of the 16th 
century (1–7), mid-17th – mid-18th century (8–12): Płock (1–5, 9), Płońsk, Zduńska st. (6–8), 

Niegów (10, 11), dubno (12, 13). 1–11 drawn by M. Trzeciecki, 12–13 after Garas and Karwowska 2013.
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glazed wares comprise only 9%, while in Płońsk (Zduńska st.) their quantity reaches 
only 2% (smoliński et al., 2009; smoliński and Trzeciecki 2010; Trzeciecki and Affelski 
2016: 174).

Glazed vessels appeared in the rural hinterland of Warsaw already in the 16th 
century, with the proportion reaching 3%. In the late 17th century, they comprise 
about 50% of the entire assemblage (Morysiński 2005: table 25–31). In the sixteenth-
century villages of eastern Mazovia and Podlachia, glazed wares occur sporadically, as 
evidenced by the assemblages from Zambrzyce stare and Leonowicze (Trzeciecki and 
Affelski 2017: 182–186; Gołembnik et al., 2018: 337). Their percentage rises gradually 
from the mid-17th century. In the assemblages from both the manor in Niegów and 
the palace in dubno, it reaches 6% (Garas and Karwowska 2013: 234–235; Trzeciecki 
2017b, 172–174, Table 1). Glazed red- and whiteware vessels comprise approximately 
14% of the pottery collection from the palace in Białystok, dated to the 18th century 
(Pawlata 2013: 135–136, table 1).

The spread of white pottery (i.e., kitchen and table vessels manufactured of low 
ferrous clays and fired in highly oxidizing atmosphere) in Mazovia also has a specific 
character. Their proportions in the assemblages discussed here are, in general, low. 
The only exceptions, although each for different reasons, are Warsaw and Płock. In 
the latter, whiteware vessels were manufactured from the early 14th century up to the 
early 19th century, thanks to the easy access to the local sources of suitable clays. It is 
thus hardly surprising that in the mid-16th century, the proportion of whiteware in 
Płock was equal to 21%, while in the mid-18th century it reached 61% (Trzeciecki 2016: 
table 3, 5). Interestingly, the Płock whiteware vessels appear to be extremely resistant 
to the stylistic changes taking place during the period in question – the s-shaped, 
unglazed, red-painted white pot, introduced in the early 14th century, remained the 
most common vessel type up to the end of the 18th century (Fig. 4:1–6). 

Presumably, the majority of the whiteware pots found in the post-medieval Mazo-
vian sites were manufactured in the pottery production centres located in the Holy 
Cross [Świętokrzyskie] Mountains region. Vessels produced there were distributed 
on a mass scale to the majority of towns in the middle Vistula basin since the early 
16th century. Their formal stylistic features had a strong impact on locally produced 
grey- and redware pots (Bis 2014: 53–64, with further literature). 

Whiteware pots from the Holy Cross Mountains region appeared in Warsaw 
relatively early, at the end of the 15th century. In the collections from the selected 
sites dated to the second half of the 16th century, their percentage reached 40% and 
increased to 60–80% at the end of the 18th century (Trzeciecki 2017a: table 93, 94; 
smoliński and Trzeciecki 2020; rudnicki and Trzeciecki 2021). The percentages of 
whiteware in the assemblages from other Mazovian towns are surprisingly low. In 
Ciechanów (Market sq.), they comprise 3% of the collection. such values are even 
lower for the pottery assemblages from Przasnysz (Czeladnicza st., 0.9%) and Płońsk 
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Fig. 4. selection of whiteware vessels from the second half of the 16th century (1–3, 7, 8), mid-17th to 
mid-18th centuries (4–6, 9–12): Płock (1–6), Warsaw, Castle sq. (7–12). drawn by M. Trzeciecki.
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(Zduńska st., 0.7%). Although the discussed assemblages are dated to the 16th – mid-
17th centuries, we can assume that the increase of the whiteware in the following period 
was not significant – their percentage in the assemblages from Przasnysz (Czeladnicza 
st.), dated to the late 17th – early 18th centuries, reaches only 3% (smoliński et al., 
2009; smoliński and Trzeciecki 2010; Trzeciecki and Affelski 2016: 174–176). data on 
the assemblages from the Mazovian hinterland also indicate a relatively late inflow 
of whiteware. These vessels appeared in the second half of the 17th century, mostly 
in the villages located in the neighbourhood of Warsaw, in quantities of about 2–3%. 
In the late 18th century, they comprise almost 80% of the assemblages (Morysiński 
2005: table 12–14). Percentages of whiteware vessels in the pottery collections from 
manors and palaces of eastern Mazovia and Podlachia in the late 17th and 18th cen-
turies are markedly low (Niegów – 4%, dubno – 6–8% , Białystok – 12–14%; Garas 
and Karwowska 2013: 231–234; Pawlata 2013: 134–135, Table 1; Trzeciecki 2017b: 171).

Whiteware pots from both Warsaw and other Mazovian towns (with the excep-
tion of Płock) share the same stylistic features. Glazed, egg-shaped pots with the rims 
strongly drawn upwards, decorated by rouletting, often with a motif of so-called “fish 
scales”, dominate the entire group (Fig. 4:9–12). such a stylistic pattern is widespread 
in the majority of towns receiving whiteware vessels imported from the Holy Cross 
Mountains region pottery-making centre in the late 17th and 18th centuries (see, e.g., 
oniszczuk 2013: 85–88, for further literature).

The dissemination of vessels strongly associated with the changes in the table cul-
ture between the 16th and 19th centuries – slipware, faience, and porcelain – deserves 
particular attention (Fig. 5). It is noteworthy that faience and porcelain can hardly 
be found in the majority of pottery assemblages discussed here. Tableware of both 
porcelain and faience appears in eighteenth-century Warsaw, and comprises between 
3 and 18% of examined assemblages (Trzeciecki 2020b; see also Więcek 2012; 2017; 
Klarecki 2012). A relatively large collection of such vessels have been recovered in 
Tykocin (Bis and Bis 2013), smaller amounts of faience and porcelain occurred in the 
assemblages from palaces in Białystok (Pawlata 2013: 136–138) and dubno (Garas and 
Karwowska 2013: 236–238). 

on the contrary, glazed slipware (also known as “underglaze painted vessels”) 
appear in the pottery assemblages from the majority of sites, excluding peasant vil-
lages. The question of their stylistic features and distribution is best represented by 
the finds from Warsaw (see: Meyza 1991; 1996; 2017, with further literature). Thus, it 
is sufficient only to mention that slipware appeared in Warsaw before the mid-16th 
century, and its frequency grows in the following century, up to 20% of the average 
assemblage. In Płock, the first slipware plates are present in the pottery assemblages date 
to the second half of the 16th century (0.06%). In late 18th century assemblages, their 
proportion rises to 1.9% (Trzeciecki 2016: table 3, 4). The percentage of the slipware 
vessels is similar in seventeenth-century Ciechanów (Market sq., 1.5%). In the other 
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Fig. 5. selection of eighteenth-century porcelain (1–4), faience (5–7), and slipware vessels (8–10) from 
Warsaw: Witosławski Palace (1–3), Castle sq. (4–10). Photo: 1–3 –  M. Trzeciecki, 4–7 after Więcek 

2017, 8–10 after Meyza 2017.

towns mentioned here – Przasnysz (Czeladnicza st.) and Płońsk (Zduńska, st.) – the 
proportions do not even reach 1% (smoliński et al., 2009; smoliński and Trzeciecki 
2010; Trzeciecki and Affelski 2016: 176). equally low is the percentage of the slipware 
in the assemblage from Niegów (Trzeciecki 2017b: 171). slightly more numerous sets of 
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underglaze painted vessels were recovered from dubno and Białystok, although their 
quantities do not exceed 4% (Garas and Karwowska 2013: 238–240; Pawlata 2013: 136).

To sum up this brief review of the significant stylistic features of post-medieval 
pottery from Mazovia and Podlachia, both the traditional and innovative elements 
specific to the territory discussed here are worth considering again. The relatively long 
duration of early medieval pottery-making techniques, in the eastern part of the region 
continuing at least to the early 18th century, is an undoubtedly archaic feature. It is 
noteworthy that the manufacture of traditional ware appears to be strongly connected 
with the hinterland. The mass-scale production and use of greyware, the most typical 
feature of Mazovian post-medieval pottery, can hardly be regarded as traditional; vessels 
fired in the reducing atmosphere entered Mazovia already at the end of the Middle 
Ages. Their relatively high proportion in assemblages in the sixteenth-century Mazovian 
towns and their gradual spread into the hinterland can be regarded as a side effect of 
the late urbanization of the territory in question. It should be also emphasized here 
that sixteenth-century “urban” greyware vessels bear at least one feature typical of the 
post-medieval modes of manufacture, namely, the individual invention of artisans in 
adopting or creating new forms and decorative patterns (see Trzeciecki 2016: 205–211; 
2019: 159–160, for further literature).

A negligible proportion of other fabric groups, considered as “type-fossils” of 
the post-medieval period, especially glazed red- and whiteware vessels, appears to 
be related to the widespread use of greyware. Glazed whiteware pots frequently 
occur only in Warsaw and its vicinity in the 17th–18th centuries. Płock, with its own 
exceptionally conservative tradition of white kitchenware production, is a  separate 
case. Undoubtedly, the stylistic features of the whiteware pots from the Holy Cross 
Mountains region had a very strong impact on the forms of grey- and redware vessels 
manufactured in Mazovia in the second half of the 17th and the 18th centuries. The 
relatively small percentages of fine ware can be regarded as a sign of the strength of 
tradition. It seems, however, rather more probable that it documents the economic 
barriers limiting access to luxury goods to the narrow circle of the state’s elites and 
the townspeople of Warsaw. It should be also stressed here that the low percentage of 
faience and porcelain is typical for the entire extent of the Polish lands, where larger 
eighteenth-century collections of fine ware occur only in a few of the biggest cities of 
the Polish-Lithuanian state, first and foremost in Gdańsk.

The remarks on post-medieval pottery from selected sites of Mazovia and Podlachia 
presented here raise questions about the interactions between the “old” and “new” in 
the pottery-making techniques and stylistic choices. The answers are not unambigu-
ous. They rather highlight the multidimensionality of the past realities, the material 
traces of which are the vessel fragments that we excavate and study.
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