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AbstrAct

Jarosz P., Libera J. 2020. Early Bronze Age barrow in Jawczyce, site 1, Wieliczka Foothills, Lesser Poland. 

Sprawozdania Archeologiczne 72/2, 307-326.

Barrow 11 at site 1 in Jawczyce is the first burial mound in the Wieliczka Foothills, and also in the whole of 

Lesser Poland, dated to the 19th and 18th centuries BC and associated with the late phase of the Mierzanowice 

culture. The grave under the mound had a wooden construction, and within it were found faience beads as well 

as four flint arrowheads. The interment was not preserved. The radiocarbon date acquired from charcoal is 

3580±35 BP (Poz-101091), which is 1974-1888 BC after calibration. This dating can be correlated with the begin-

nings of the late phase of the Mierzanowice culture. The mound in Jawczyce combines older Final Neolithic 

traditions (the barrow) with Early Bronze ones (the grave goods, arrangement of the deceased). Therefore, it 

significantly supplements current knowledge of the funeral rite of the Mierzanowice culture.
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1. IntroductIon

Site 1 in Jawczyce, Wieliczka district, is located about 3 km south-east of Wieliczka. It 

is situated at the culmination of one of the hills in the Wieliczka Foothills, with a height 

reaching to 304 m a.s.l. (Kondracki 2000, 322, 323). This hill spreads along a W-E axis 

through Jawczyce and Wiatowice (Wieliczka district), sloping slightly eastwards to the val-

ley of Potok Królewski within the Cracow Submountain Region (Fig. 1; Solon et al. 2018). 

Currently, the majority of the hill is covered with forest.

Mounds in forest complexes in the area of Jawczyce and Wiatowice were discovered by 

Piotr Galas (1948). Then, during excavations as part of the Carpathian Archaeological Ex-

pedition in 1952, headed by Andrzej Żaki, the presence of mounds in this region was con-

firmed, and new ones were found (Żaki 1952). In the years 1960-1961, during the same 

expedition, selected burial mounds were explored (Zoll-Adamikowa and Niżnik 1963), re-

vealing burials of the Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures (Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 2), 

as well as mounds of the Early Middle Ages (Jawczyce, site 1, site 8 and site 3; Wiatowice, 

site 1, site 4). Settlement features of the Funnel Beaker culture (Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 2) 

and Mierzanowice culture (Jawczyce, site 2) were also discovered under mounds. Further 

Fig. 1. Location of barrows in Jawczyce and Wiatowice in the Wieliczka Foothills. 
1 – Jawczyce, site 1; 2 – Jawczyce, site 2; 3 – Jawczyce, Babia Góra site; 4 – Jawczyce, site 3; 5 – Wiatowice, 

site 1. Illustrated by P. Jarosz and A. Sznajdrowska-Pondel
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Fig. 2. Jawczyce, site 1. A, B – height plans. 
Illustrated by P. Jarosz and A. Sznajdrowska-Pondel
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investigations of destroyed Early Medieval mounds within this area were conducted in 

2005 at site 1 in Wiatowice (Jarosz 2006) and in 2008 at site 2 in in Jawczyce (unpubli-

shed excavations of P. Jarosz).

In 2017, excavations of barrow 11 at site 1 in Jawczyce were conducted. A grid of ares 

was first delineated with primary north-south and east-west lines. Based on the data ac-

quired from airborne laser scanning (LIDAR), an outline of the site was made (Fig. 2). It 

was therefore possible to verify the arrangement of the mounds that was made in the 1960s 

(Zoll-Adamikowa and Niżnik 1963).

2. MAterIALS – deScrIPtIon oF BArroW 11

The mound was slightly oval in shape, stretched along a SW-NE axis with major and 

minor axes of 12 and 10.5 m, respectively, and a height of about 80 cm (Fig. 3: A, B). The 

mound was destroyed by the roots of several trees, as well as two windthrows located in its 

eastern part. Excavations were initially conducted to a depth of 70 cm in the well-pre-

served, western part of the mound, and after the discovery of the central grave pit, the 

heavily damaged eastern half of the mound was explored to the same depth. Forty-centi-

meter-wide profile witnesses were left between the quarters. The examined area was 90 m2 

(Fig. 3: C).

The upper layer of the mound was a dark brown forest humus 10-15 cm thick. Below, 

there was a light brown layer, with a thickness of about 10 cm in the central part of the 

mound and about 20-30 cm at its edges. Beneath, in the central part of the mound, there 

was a yellow layer. Its thickness was about 50 cm, gradually decreasing towards the edge 

of the embankment (Fig. 4). Some sandstones were found in it. At a depth of about 80 cm 

from the highest point of the barrow, there was a layer of primeval humus, yellow-brown 

in colour and with a thickness of about 15 cm. The mound was built on this layer. Deeper 

down, there was a layer of yellow loess with a thickness of about 80-90 cm, and beneath it 

layers formed laminates with thicknesses of several cm to about 10 cm. They were formed 

by sand (eroded sandstones) and yellow-orange clay.

During the exploration of subsequent levels of the embankment, single lumps of fired 

clay, charcoal and small fragments of clay vessels were discovered. Technologically, they 

can be linked with the Neolithic (Funnel Beaker culture?) and the Early Bronze Age. Near-

ly 50 stone artefacts, mainly of silica rocks, were also found. The vast majority of them can 

be associated with the Upper or Late Palaeolithic, including scrapers, combined tools, a burin, 

a truncated piece and blade debitage. Only single products should be associated with the 

Final Neolithic or the Early Bronze Age (these artefacts will be the subject of a separate 

study). The arrangement of ceramic fragments within the mound was random.

Under the central part of the barrow, a burial pit (grave 1) was discovered. Around it, 

a layer that was formed during the construction of the pit was visible.
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Grave 1

A grave pit was discovered at a depth of about 90 cm from the highest point of the bar-

row. It was clearly visible against the background of the primeval level and was orientated 

along a W-E axis. The western wall of the pit was clearly rounded, and the remaining sides 

Fig. 3. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. A – barrow before excavations (photo by P. Jarosz); B – height plan 
(illustrated by J. ożóg); c – plan under the barrow (illustrated by P. Jarosz and t. oberc)
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were straight with rounded corners. The dimensions of the pit were 320 × 240 cm (Fig. 5: A). 

The flat bottom of the grave was at a depth of 220 cm, i.e. it was dug into the primeval 

surface to about 130 cm. In the bottom part, at a depth of about 210 cm, the dimensions of 

the pit decreased slightly to about 280 × 220 cm (Fig. 5: B). At this level, the fill consisted 

of two main parts: the outer border and the inner part of the grave. The former was 

brown and light grey in colour and had a width of up to 40 cm. Possibly, this was a trace of 

a wooden construction, which was also visible in the arrangement of layers in the profile 

of the pit (Fig. 4). The inner part of the grave had a rectangular shape with dimensions of 

205 × 150 cm, and was formed of a light brown layer. A collection of faience beads was 

discovered, primarily in the western part of the grave. In the central part, four flint arrow-

heads were found (Fig. 5: B). Three of them were found in a group, and the fourth one was 

discovered to the east of them. In the same part of the feature, next to the cluster of beads, 

an organic residue was found – probably tree bark (?). Inside this material, there was a copper 

earring. Within the grave, no traces of the skeleton were found, which was undoubtedly 

placed in sandy and clay layers, where it has completely decayed.

Grave inventory:

1. Medium, stubby, symmetrical arrowhead made of chocolate flint with a contour ap-

proximate to an isosceles triangle. It had slightly convex lateral edges finished with slightly 

arcuate wings passing into the sharply concave base (Fig. 6: 1). It was formed by a flat surface 

pseudogroove retouch on a unilaterally convex flake, which is indicated by both the flat-

convex side contour and a similar cross-section. Dimensions: length 20 mm, width 13 mm, 

thickness 4 mm; weight 0.52 g.

2. A slender symmetrical arrowhead made of erratic flint with a contour similar to an 

isosceles triangle, with straight lateral edges passing into a sharply indented base (Fig. 6: 2). 

It was formed by a flat surface pseudogroove retouch on a unilaterally convex flake, which 

is indicated by both the flat-convex side contour and a similar cross-section. Dimensions: 

length 23 mm, width 12 mm, thickness 3 mm; weight 0.42 g.

3. A reconstructed medium stubby arrowhead made of Jurassic flint, possessing a con-

tour similar to an isosceles triangle, with slightly convex lateral edges finished with slightly 

arcuate wings passing into a sharply indented base (Fig. 6: 3). It was formed by a flat surface 

Fig. 4. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. cross-section of the barrow and the grave along the n-S axis 
(illustrated by P. Jarosz)
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Fig. 5. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. A – Horizontal plan of the grave at a depth of 80 cm (photo by P. Jarosz); 
B – Horizontal plan of the grave at a depth of 210-220 cm (illustrated by P. Jarosz); a – residues of organic 

substance; b – faience beads; c – copper earring; d – flint arrowheads

A

B
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Fig. 6. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. Grave goods (illustrated by J. ożóg). 
1-4 – flint arrowheads; 5-8 – faience beads
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pseudogroove retouch, probably on a scaled flake, which is indicated by both the axial 

lateral outline and the cross-section. On one lateral edge, there are micro negatives of 

strikes similar to those from a burin – three on the top, one on the wing. Dimensions: 

length 19 (reconstructed 21) mm, width 10 (actual 11) mm, thickness 3 mm; weight 0.6 g.

4. A stubby arrowhead made of chocolate flint with a contour approximate to an equi-

lateral triangle, with straight lateral edges passing into the base, probably indented in an 

arch (uncertain due to broken wings). It was formed by a flat surface pseudogroove re-

touch on a unilaterally convex flake, which is indicated by both the side contour and the 

cross-section (Fig. 6: 4). Dimensions preserved: length 17 mm, width 14 mm, thickness 

4 mm; weight 0.73 g.

5. One-segmented faience beads with shades of blue and green (Fig. 6: 5). They are 

ring-shaped and have a conical (with truncated apex) or cylindrical longitudinal cross-sec-

tion. Dimensions: outer diameter 5-6 mm, inner diameter 2-3 mm, height 4-5 mm.

6. One-segmented faience beads with shades of blue and green (Fig. 6: 6). They are 

ring-shaped, cylindrical or biconical in longitudinal cross-section. Dimensions: diameter 

4 mm, hole diameter 1 mm, height 2-3 mm.

7. Multisegmental faience beads with connectors; 2 to 8 parts; shades of blue and green 

in colour (Fig. 6: 7). In longitudinal cross-section, segments were ring-shaped, cylindrical 

or biconical. Dimensions: length from 3 to 15 mm, outer diameter 2-4 mm, inner diameter 

1-2 mm, diameter of connectors 2 mm. 

8. Multisegmental beads; 2 to 7 parts connected by necks; blue and green in colour 

(Fig. 6: 8). In longitudinal cross-section, segments were ring-shaped, cylindrical or bi-

conical. Dimensions: length from 3 to 14 mm, diameter 2-4 mm, hole diameter 1-2 mm. 

9. Fragment of a circular copper earring with wire of circular cross-section. Wire dia-

meter 2 mm.

3. cuLturAL And cHronoLoGIcAL AnALySIS

The chronology of the investigated barrow was determined by radiocarbon dating of 

charcoal and artefacts found at the bottom of the burial pit. The date obtained from the 

charcoal located in the western part of the pit near the organic substance was 3580±35 BP 

(Poz-101091), which, after calibration, is 1974-1888 BC (68.2%; Fig. 7). This dating can be 

correlated with the beginnings of the late phase of the Mierzanowice culture (Kadrow and 

Machnik 1997). Faience beads are also associated with the late phase of this culture. They 

occur in the burial complexes of the Samborzec, Szarbia and Giebułtów groups (Kadrow 

and Machnik 1997, 98, 108, 117), as well as in the Strzyżów culture (Kadrow 1995, 88; 

Bargieł 2006). They are dated within the first half of the second millennium BC, specifi-

cally the years 1950-1600. Some of the oldest dates obtained for graves with this type of 

equipment were acquired for grave 8 at site 30 in Stryjów, Krasnystaw district (Budziszewski 
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et al. 2016), which is slightly younger than ours – 3545±30 BP (Poz-66520), or 1940-1782 BC 

after calibration (68.2%) – and from grave 750 in Skołoszów, Jarosław district, site 7 – 

3480±35 BP (Poz-82440), which, after calibration, is 1877-1750 BC (68.2%; Rybicka et al. 

2017, 128, Table 2; 138, 139, Fig. 27, 28).

The investigated barrow is located within a cemetery of 17 mounds (Fig. 2: A, B). In 

addition to barrow 11, two additional mounds have been excavated so far. Chronologically, 

the oldest one (No. 2) was erected above the grave of an individual of the Corded Ware 

culture community. The date 4050±35 BP (Poz-9454), obtained for the skeleton, allows us 

to situate the time of its creation at the end of the first half of the third millennium before 

Christ: 2626-2491 BC (68%; Jarosz and Włodarczak 2007, 73). Above the ancient ground 

Fig. 7. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. calibration graph of radiocarbon dating

Fig. 8. Jawczyce, site 1. radiocarbon dates obtained from graves
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level, a grave (No. 2) dated to the Early Bronze Age was placed. The date obtained for this 

grave was 3590±35 BP (Poz-115251). Calibration of this dating places it between 1977-

1896 BC (62.7%; Fig. 8). This burial was equipped with a copper earring and beads made 

of fish vertebrae (Zoll-Adamikowa and Niżnik 1963, 32, 33, Fig. 10, 11). The third of the 

studied mounds (No. 13) was small (diameter about 6 m) and most likely should be con-

nected with the period of the Early Middle Ages.

The dimensions (10-12 m in diameter and 80 cm high) as well as the location in the 

landscape of burial mound 11 from Jawczyce are similar to those of other mounds of the 

Corded Ware culture in south-eastern Poland (Włodarczak 2006; Machnik et al. 2009; 

Jarosz 2011, 258, Table 1). The mound of the Early Bronze Age in Stryjów, site 30, was 

similarly located (Budziszewski et al. 2016; Włodarczak 2017, 64-69). The sequence of the 

layers in the barrow is typical for prehistoric mounds located in the Carpathian foothills, 

e.g. Średnia, Przemyśl district, site 3, barrow 2 (Jarosz 2002), Bierówka, Jasło district, bar-

rows A and B (Gancarski and Machnikowie 1986; 1990). The soil geochemical processes 

typical for this area, which led to leaching, were also visible. Therefore, fillings of features, 

as well as the primeval level, acquired a light grey colour (Komornicki et al. 1990).

The shape, size and orientation of the burial pit along a W-E axis, as well as construc-

tions that were discovered under the mound, are typical for central barrow graves of com-

munities of the Corded Ware culture in the upper basins of the Vistula, Bug and the Dnie-

ster, where such funeral structures dominate (see Sulimirski 1968; Górski and Jarosz 

2006, 406, Fig. 5; Włodarczak 2006; Machnik et al. 2009; Jarosz 2011). The grave should 

be classified as large (320 × 240 cm) and of considerable depth (about 130 cm from the 

primeval soil level). The arrangement of layers by its walls indicates that it had an inner 

wooden structure, and probably also had a roof (Fig. 4, 9). The pit was surrounded by a typical 

earthwork, detectable in the form of a layer about 40 cm thick and 120 cm wide, which was 

formed during the digging of the burial pit (Fig. 4).

Comparable large graves containing extended wooden structures are known from the 

Early Bronze Age Nitra culture in Slovakia, e.g. Jelšovce, Nitra district, grave 444/85 (Bá-

tora 1991, 105, Fig. 11). The preserved elements allow for the reconstruction of these graves 

in the form of mortuary houses, e.g. Branč, grave 31, and Mýtna Nová Ves, grave 262 (Bá-

tora 1991, 102, 104, Fig. 9, 10). Wooden elements in graves of the Mierzanowice culture in 

the upper Vistula basin are generally in the form of hollow logs (Bąbel 2013b).

The interment, probably placed at the bottom of the pit, was not preserved. A recon-

struction of the arrangement of the dead was possible due to the location of the grave 

goods. In the western part of the pit, within the organic substance (most likely tree bark), 

there was a fragment of a copper wire earring, along with faience beads nearby (Fig. 5: B; 6). 

Such items were discovered in graves of the Mierzanowice culture mainly near the head of 

the deceased, e.g. Stryjów, site 30 (Budziszewski et al. 2016, 390, Fig. 13), Mierzanowice, 

Opatów country, site 1, grave 153 (Bąbel 2013b, 171-173, 233-235), Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 2, 

grave 2 (Zoll-Adamikowa and Niżnik 1963). Therefore, it can be said that the deceased was 
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buried with the head to the west, which is typical for men’s graves at flat cemeteries of the 

Mierzanowice culture, e.g. Iwanowice, Kraków district, Babia Góra site (Kadrow and 

Machnikowie 1992, 69, Fig. 34), Mierzanowice, site 1 and Wojciechowice, Opatów district, 

site 1 (Bąbel 2013b, 75, Fig. 32). A similar arrangement of the deceased is noted at the flat 

cemeteries of the Nitra culture (Bátora 1991, 105, Fig. 11, 39; Šmíd 2006).

The single and multisegmental faience beads that were discovered in the grave differ 

from one another in shape and inner diameter (Fig 6: 5-8). They were most likely threaded 

on a strand or sewn to a textile (Fig. 10: A). Their colour during the discovery, regardless 

of shape, was blue or green. Some of them have weathered, obtaining a yellow or milky 

white colour. The single beads differ from one another in diameter and height (Fig. 6: 5, 6). 

In cross-section they are rounded, conical and biconical. Among the multisegmental beads, 

one can distinguish those whose elements are fused by necks of smaller diameter and 

those without such parts (Fig 6: 7, 8; 10: a-f). Moreover, within multisegmental beads, 

Fig. 9. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. 
A – reconstruction of the barrow with a grave; B – reconstruction of the wooden construction in the grave 

(created by K. rosińska-Balik)
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individual elements differ in shape and thickness in longitudinal cross-section. These 

beads have from two to several elements with a different shape in cross-section: cylindrical 

(Fig 10: a, f), with a rounded or profiled edge – two-conical (Fig. 10: b-d) or almost conical 

with a truncated apex (Fig. 10: e). A preliminary analysis of the beads indicates that they 

were made in at least several casts, or could have been made manually (Purowski 2019, 61, 

62). The problem of the possibility of their local production in Central Europe is a conten-

tious issue. The study of their microstructure and chemical composition indicates such 

a possibility (Robinson et al. 2004; Purowski 2020), but their import from Egypt cannot 

be ruled out (Gregerová et al. 2006; Bouzek 2015).

Comparable single and multisegmental beads were discovered mainly in the graves of 

the Mierzanowice culture in south-eastern Poland, e.g. Iwanowice, site Góra Klin, grave 6 

(Machnikowie and Kaczanowski 1987, Fig. 32), Szarbia Zwierzyniecka (Baczyńska 1993, 16, 

Fig. 4: C; tabl. I: 4, 8), Skołoszów, site 7, grave 750 (Rybicka et al. 2017, 139, Fig. 28), Mie-

rzanowice, site 1, graves 35, 36, 145, 153, 154 (Bąbel 2013a, 148-150; 2013b, Fig. 72: 2; 73: 

3; 231: 5, 6; 237: 11; 242: 16), and Łubcze, Tomaszów Lubelski district, site 38, barrow 1, 

Fig. 10. Jawczyce, site 1, barrow 11. A – faience beads discovered in the grave (photo by P. Jarosz); 
a-f – examples of different variants of faience beads (illustrated by J. ożóg)

A
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grave 2 and 4 (Machnik et al. 2009, 111, Fig. 82: 3; 114, 85: 2; see also: Purowski 2019, 33, 

Fig. 3.2). However, they have also been discovered in Slovakia in the Nitra culture milieu 

(e.g. Bátora 1991, 104; Šmíd 2006) and the Košťany culture (e.g. Spišské Podhradie, grave 

16, 200; Novotná and Soják 2016). Faience beads were also found in a grave dug into 

burial mound 5 in Kołpiec, Drohobycz district, by the Dniester (Sulimirski 1968, 134, Plate 

8: 2) and in the ecumene of the Babino culture (Grigoriev 2019; Fig. 1: 3, 5, 6).

Four arrowheads discovered in the central part of the grave were made of various types 

of flinta: chocolate, Jurassic and erratic. Although only two of them are fully preserved, the 

morphological and metric features of the entire set is very comparable. Three of these ar-

tefacts are similar to an isosceles triangle, and have slightly convex – and in one case 

straight – arms (sides), but all of them have sharply indented bases. The fourth arrowhead 

resembles an equilateral triangle and probably had a different, arched, base. The preserved 

arrowheads are symmetrical in the frontal plane. All are bifacial forms shaped by flat, al-

most fully surface retouch, partly pseudogroove perpendicular or oblique.

Small double-walled blades are a permanent element of inventories of the Final Neo-

lithic and Early Bronze Age cultures. Their shape, the way of forming the base, and their 

metric proportions can be found in some coherent sets of both the Corded Ware and Mie-

rzanowice cultures, although they generally differ in numerous varieties / variants (e.g. Bor-

kowski 1987; Włodarczak 2006; Bąbel 2013b, Fig. 41: 10-16; 53: 4-7, 10, 11). Examples of 

forms similar to an equilateral triangle (Fig. 6: 1-3) are discovered in the equipment of 

some burials dated generally to phase III of the Corded Ware culture in the Małopolska 

Upland (see: Włodarczak 2014, Fig. 15): grave 3 in Zielona,   site 3 (Włodarczak 2006, Table 

XLVII: 10-12, 14), grave 100 in Mierzanowice, site 1 (Włodarczak 2006, Table LXII: 9) and 

grave 2 in Mydłów, site 37 (Włodarczak 2006, Table LXV: 18) and in the Rzeszów Submon-

tane region: Mirocin, Przeworsk country, sites 24 and 27 (Machnik et al. 2019, Fig. 14: 22; 

25: 19, 20) and Szczytna, Jarosław district, sites 5 and 6 (Hozer et al. 2017, Fig. 14: 22; 25: 

19, 20). Similarly dated stubby forms that resemble isosceles triangles are much more 

common (Włodarczak 2006, ibid.). Analogies to arrowheads (Fig. 6: 2) in inventories of 

the Mierzanowice culture are: the symmetrical, slim form from grave 122 at Skołoszów, 

site 7 (Rybicka 2017, Fig. 3: 27), and the more stubby form from grave 27 in Mierzanowice, 

site 1 (Bąbel 2013b, Fig. 56: 1; 167: 2). In these considerations we did not discuss the stocky 

blade with broken wings (Fig. 6: 4). In both Corded Ware and Mierzanowice cultures, 

pseudogroove retouch was used, including in the production of small bifacial blades 

(cf. Libera, Zakościelna 2013, 223 et seq.). Parallels to the flint arrowheads from Jawczyce 

can also be found in the materials of the late phase of the Yamnaya culture (Klochko 2001, 

Fig. 25: 22-27; 30: 4) as well as late groups of the Catacomb culture in the Northern Pontic 

Region (Upper Prut; Toschev 2013, Fig. 6: 27, 28).

The occurrence of barrow graves at the turn of the 3rd and 2nd millennium BC is an 

exceptional phenomenon. Single mounds are also present in phases V and VI of the deve-

lopment of the Únětice culture (Kadrow 2001, 122): e.g. Łęki Małe, Grodzisk Wielkopolski 
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district (Kowiańska-Piaszykowa 2008). Burial mounds are also detected around the mid-

dle Danube (Kadrow 2001, 132, Fig. 34; Bátora 2011, 166-168; Kern 2011, 174-176). During 

this period, an expansion of the Babino culture into the Bug River basin may also have oc-

curred, and it is possible that it extended farther to the west, so the barrow patterns as-

sociated with the forest-steppe may have had an impact on the previously mentioned 

burial place in Stryjów and Łubcze, site 25, as well as Nedeżów, site 22, barrow 2 (Włodar-

czak 2019, 528). 

In the basin of the upper Dniester river, there is a questionably dated mound in Rusiłów 

where a gold pendant, similar to the one discovered in a grave under the barrow in Stryjów, 

was found (Sulimirski 1968, Plate 8:1; Budziszewski et al. 2016, 394, Fig. 18). 

In western and northern Europe in the Early Bronze Age, the frequency of barrows at-

tributable to the Early Bronze Age is notably lower compared to the preceding and follow-

ing periods (Bourgeois 2013, 168). However, as in the Mierzanowice culture, there are in-

dications of reuse for some older mounds, and possibly of new barrows being constructed 

as well, but this is a rather rare event, perhaps restricted to only once every generation or 

even less (Bourgeois 2013, 186).

It is also important to notice the almost simultaneous presence of different burial tra-

ditions at the site in Jawczyce: barrow 11 and grave 2, which was dug into a mound of the 

Corded Ware culture (barrow 2), are nearly contemporary. The differences detected in the 

locations of burials are examples of the variation in the funeral rite during this period. The 

digging of burials associated with the Mierzanowice culture into older mounds is particu-

larly evident in areas where the barrow rite of the Corded Ware culture survived until its 

decline (around 2300-2200 BC), i.e. in the Carpathian Foothills, e.g. Wola Węgierska (Mach-

nik and Sosnowska 1998), Sokal Ridge – Wierszczyca, site 31, barrow 1 (Machnik et al. 2009) 

and in the upper Dniester basin, e.g. Łotatniki, barrow II (Sulimirski 1968, 137, Fig. 16: 3, 

Plate 6: 3: 15, 16, 10: 8). However, such barrow graves already connected with the early stage 

of the development of the Mierzanowice culture were discovered, for example, in Średnia, 

site 3, barrow 2, grave 4 (Jarosz 2002; 2018), Kulczyce, barrows 5 and 6 (Sulimirski 1968, 

136-137), and Łubcze, site 25, barrow 2, grave 1 (Machnik et al. 2009, 64, Fig. 47).

4. concLuSIonS

The result of the investigation of barrow 11 at site 1 in Jawczyce was the discovery of 

a sepulchral place dated to the Early Bronze Age (Br A1b according to P. Reinecke; Vand-

kilde 1996, 140, Fig. 134). The erection of the mound should be synchronized with the 

early stage of the development of the late phase groups of the Mierzanowice culture – 

phase IVa, according to the division of Sławomir Kadrow (1995, 22-24). This is the period 

of large, flat cemeteries with skeletal burials that did not contain clay vessels: Iwanowice, 

Babia Góra site (Kadrow and Machnikowie 1992, 48, ryc. 7), Szarbia (Baczyńska 1993, 50-51), 



322 Paweł Jarosz, Jerzy libera

Świniary Stare (Juras et al. 2020, Table S1). A similar dating of 3620±40 BP (Poz-91860), 

which, after calibration, is 2031-1927 BC (68.2%), was acquired for a grave in a stone con-

struction under the barrow in Stryjów, site 30, grave 10, in the Lublin Upland (Budzisze-

wski et al. 2016, 384, Fig. 4).

Barrow 11, excavated at site 1 in Jawczyce, is a unique find for the Early Bronze Age. Its 

size and location in the landscape refers to the Final Neolithic mounds of the Corded Ware 

culture. Both the dimensions and orientation of the burial pit suit these older standards. 

However, the exclusion of ceramic vessels from the grave inventory is a widespread cus-

tom at that time, as was demonstrated during studies of the mound-covered funeral com-

plex at the site in Stryjów in the Lublin Upland (Budziszewski et al. 2016). It is difficult to 

unambiguously determine whether the barrow erected at site 1 in Jawczyce should be as-

sociated with the movement of barrow communities from other areas, or whether it is 

rather a independent invention of the people living in the shadow of the Final Neolithic 

burial mounds. The barrow cemetery in Jawczyce is an important example of the repeated 

usage of a place for funeral purposes by communities that do not display any genetic rela-

tionships. The achieved results also indicate the importance of investigations of the high-

lands in south-eastern Poland. Excavations in Jawczyce revealed previously unknown, lo-

cal cultural phenomena in the Early Bronze Age in the Wieliczka Foothills.
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