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1. INTRODUCTION

Research on the burial ritual of the younger Danubian cultures on Polish territory has
remained a focus of attention for archaeologists for nearly 100 years. Despite the relatively
small amount of sources we can rather accurately characterize the principles of the burial
rituals of Lengyel and Polgar societies living on the territory between the Odra and Bug ri-
vers, and between the Baltic Sea and the Carpathian and Sudety Mountains. The most im-
portant practice is inhumation, with the prevailing orientation of pits along the N-S axis
with slight variations, with skeletons arranged with their skull to the south; and, in the Brze$¢
Kujawski culture, Jordanéw, Lublin-Volhynia cultures, and the Wyciaze-Zlotniki group —
with clearly different arrangements of bodies, depending on their sex (the left side — female,
the right side — male), and various amounts of prestigious burial goods made of copper, flint,
horn and shells (Czekaj-Zastawny 2009; Grygiel 2008; Seger 1906; Gediga et al. 2012).

Among younger Danubian societies the Lublin-Volhynia culture, which flourished in
south-eastern Poland and western Ukraine in the second half of the 5% and the first half of
the 4 millennium BC, is of particular importance. Burial rituals of this group belong to
the best recognized in the entire Eneolithic on Polish lands. As a result of many years of
research on the problems related to burial practices of the Lublin-Volhynia culture, a mono-
graph on the burial ritual of this culture was published by Anna Zako$cielna in 2010, con-
taining a compendium of knowledge about the burial practices, anthropology and charac-
teristics of artifacts unearthed in over 150 Lublin-Volhynia graves (Zako$cielna 2010).

Nowadays, the best studied cemetery of the Lublin-Volhynia culture is the necropolis
at site 2 in Ksigznice, Swietokrzyskie province, with its 17 certain and 4 probable burials,
which have been systematically excavated by the author of this article since 2001.

The cemetery, located on top of a small hill in the eastern part of the Pinczéw Hum-
mock (Fig. 1), consists of two burial areas, clearly separated by several dozen meters: one
eastern, and one western, together comprising an oval, elongated along the NW-SE axis.
The eastern part, consisting of 8 well-preserved burials, is rectangular in shape, elongated
on the N-S axis. The western part consists of 8 burials, which are more poorly preserved
and more chaotically located. Between the western and eastern areas, lies grave 17 (Fig. 2;
Wilk 2016; Wilk and Diakowska-Kufel 2016).

The relics of sepulchral practices discovered in Ksigznice are not vastly different from
rules of rituals found on other cemeteries of the Lublin-Volhynia culture. In most cases,
the burials are skeletal, pits are oriented on the N-S or NW-SE axis, and the dead are
equipped with similar sets of burial goods, usually consisting of several (mostly, 2-3) ves-
sels, and — depending on the sex — copper ornaments or flint and copper tools (Wilk 2004;
2006; 2014). In addition, there were two cenotaphs (graves 6 and 9) discovered on the
cemetery, and a partial burial with a copper axe of the Siria type (grave 3).

Only one grave widely differs from the described norm because the remains of the de-
ceased found there had been cremated.
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Fig. 1. Location of the Lublin-Volhynian culture cemetery at site 2 in Ksigznice,
Swietokrzyskie province
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Fig. 3. A - Grave 14 at a depth of 45 cm; B - Close up of the location of flint artefacts in the north part of
the burial pit; C - Pear-shaped cup; D - Miniature gooseneck pot, photo by S. Wilk



Fig. 4. A - Grave14, plan at the level of the burning bones, at a depth of 45-50 cm; B - close up of the burning
bones; C - burning bones after dissection, A, B - photo by S. Wilk; C — photo by A. Szczepanek
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2. GRAVE 14 AND ITS BURIAL GOODS
2.1. Description of the burial

Grave 14 (feature 4/2012) was unearthed while exploring the western part of the ne-
cropolis in August 2012. The roof of the feature was visible at the depth of 40 cm within
part C of trench I/12. The burial pit, 122 x 75 ¢cm, and with a fill consisting of grey and
brown soil, was shaped like a rectangle with rounded corners, elongated along the north-
south axis. To the north-east, the pit was damaged by feature 6/12 of the Funnel Beaker
culture (Fig. 3).

In the southern part of the grave, at the depth of 40-45 c¢m, a concentration of charred
human bones, belonging to an individual at the age of maturus, was found. Single charred
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Fig. 5. A — Grave 14, plan with grave goods at a depth of 45-50 cm, drawing by S. Wilk
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bones were also found in the close vicinity of the grave, and its northern part (Fig. 4: A). In
the main concentration, there were burnt bones exhibiting black and white color (Fig. 4: B),
among which it was possible to distinguish, in some places, long bones and bones with flat
surfaces (cranial bones).

Grave goods consist of two clay vessels and twelve flint artefacts. The vessels (a pear-
shaped cup with knobs on the larger bulge of its body, and a miniature pot with a goose-
neck profile and notched spout) were found in the southern part of the burial pit, ca 15-
20 cm to the east and to the south of the concentration of burnt bones (Fig. 5). As regards
the flint artefacts, the three biggest specimens were discovered in the southern part of the
pit, several dozen centimeters to the south of the concentration of burnt bones. Two cho-
colate flint blades with retouched notches, which were found stuck perpendicularly in the
ground, while there was another chocolate flint blade lying flat several dozen centimeters
to the west. Several centimeters to the east of the miniature pot, a small core made of er-
ratic flint was found. The remaining flint artefacts were unearthed in the northern part of
the pit. Separately found, closer to the eastern edge of the pit, there was a burin spall made
of Swieciechéw flint, while a retouched flake, a blade, a flake with proportions of a blade,
and a fragment of a blade (all made of chocolate flint) were found in the concentration,
ca 20 cm off the northern edge of the burial pit. The only arrowhead of the Sosénia type,
found in this assemblage and made of chocolate flint, was unearthed near the western edge
of the burial pit (Fig. 5).

2.2. Description of burial goods
2.2.1. Pottery

1. Miniature gooseneck pot, with the largest circumference in the upper part of the ves-
sel and a short, leaning to the outside neck crowned with a notched spout (fig. 3: C, 6: A).
Fragmentarily preserved. Dimensions: height 85 mm, spout diameter: 87 mm, bottom
diameter: 43 mm, thickness of walls: 3-4 mm. The vessel was made of clay tempered with
grog and fine sand. The outer surface is gray, and gray and beige in color. The inner surface
is gray and beige in color. In the spot where the spout protrudes slightly, there is a horizon-
tal hole in the wall of the vessel. Probably, the pot had two such holes.

2. Pear-shaped cup, decorated with two horn-like knobs (only one has been preserved)
where the circumference of the vessel’s body is the biggest (Fig. 3: D, 6: B). The vessel is
only fragmentarily preserved. Dimensions: height: 110.1 mm; spout diameter: ca 90 mm,
bottom diameter: 58 mm, thickness of walls: 3-5 mm. The vessel was made of clay tem-
pered with grog and fine sand. The outer surface is gray in color, and in some places — orange.
The inner surface is gray and beige.

The bad condition of vessel from the grave 14 is the result of postdeposition pro-
cesses.
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Fig. 6. Pottery from grave 14, drawn by K. Kielijariska
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2.2.2. Flints

0 5cm

Fig. 7. Flint artefacts from grave 14, drawn by ). Libera
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2.3. Analysis of the grave inventory

In the Lublin-Volhynia culture the closest analogy to the gooseneck vessel from grave
14 can be found in the gooseneck vessel with two perforated protrusions on the spout from
grave II from site 5 in Jaszczéw (Kowalezyk 1950, tabl. II, fig. 3; Zako$cielna 2010, 261,
tabl. XXI: 4) and a specimen from pit t at site 7 in Las Stocki (Kadrow, Zako$cielna 2000,
fig. 22: ¢). Similar, but slightly slimmer and equipped with two handles, specimens come
from graves: 390 at the “Grodzisko” I site in Zlota (Salaciniska and ZakoS$cielna 2007, fig.
12: 1) and 101 at the “Grodzisko” II site in the same village (Salaciniska and Zako$cielna
2007, fig. 20:7). On the other hand, from grave 4 at site 2A in Strzyzéw comes a small
gooseneck pot with four horn-like knobs on the most bulging part of its body (Gurba and
Kutylowski 1970, pl. 152: 9). Two sherds of vessels with horizontal holes below their spouts
were found at site 1D in Strzyzéw (Kadrow 1989, 29, fig. 8: 6).

The research conducted on the cemetery in Ksigznice yielded four specimens of goose-
neck pots with handles and notched spouts. Three larger vessels were found in graves 2, 4
and 5 (Wilk 2004, fig. 4B, fig. 7C:2; 2006, fig. 8B), while, the fourth — the smallest — comes
from an unpublished grave 12.

In the materials of the Wyciaze-Zlotniki group, no identical vessel has been unearthed
to date. However, we know some examples of gooseneck pots, including one miniature
vessel decorated with four knobs on the most bulging part of its body, which was found in
grave 8 at the cemetery in Krakow Nowa Huta-Wyciaze (Kozlowski 1971, tabl. IX: 3).

Various types of pots with notched spouts, sometimes decorated with knobs on their
most bulging part of body, constitute a popular form of vessels in the Hunyadihalom-
Laziiany horizon. Stanislav Sigka described them as small vessels shaped like pots with short
cylindrical necks — Type Ia (Siska 1972, 126, 131).

We know them, among others, from grave 16 at the cemetery of Sebastovce, (Siska
1972, tabl. VI:2), graves 2, 10, 15 and 16 at the cemetery of Barca (Siska 1972, tabl. XII:7,
Abb. 32: 2, 3, tabl. XI:7), and graves 4 and 14 at the cemetery Malé ZaluZice — LaZnany
(Budinsky-Kri¢ka 1964, image 5:4, image 7:5). Moreover, a sherd of a pot which had a simi-
lar profile and a small handle protruding above the rim, and a notched spout was found in
the settlement of Tiszaltc (Patay 2005, tabl. 25:1, 48: 5).

Cups, side by side with vessels shaped like flower pots, are the most popular type of
pottery in the Lublin-Volhynia culture (Zako$cielna 2010, 120, 124). Covered with white
paint, or unpainted, they occur on many sites, including graves 1 and 2 from site 5 in Jasz-
cz6w (ZakoScielna 2010, tabl. XX: A3, XXI: 7), in graves 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 on site 16 in
Krasne Kolonia (Zako$cielna 2010, tabl. XXIII: 1-2, tabl. XIV: 1-4, tabl. XXVI: 9, tabl.
XXVIb: 18-19, tabl. XXVIII: 1, 2, 4, tabl. XXVIIIb: 7, 8, 10, tabl. XXIX: 2-6, tabl. XXXIIa: 4,
7, 8, tabl. XXXIIc: 13-16), as well as in grave 390 on the Grodzisko I site in Zlota (Salacinska
and ZakoScielna 2007, fig. 12: 2). However, pear-shaped cups of medium size and with
horn-like knobs on the most bulging part of their bodies are rare. In larger amounts, they
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have only been discovered in graves 2 and 6, and 11, 12 and 17 (unpublished) at the ceme-
tery in Ksiaznice (Wilk 2004, fig. 4: B2; 2006, fig. 14: B,C) , and also in graves 101, 121 and
122 on site Grodzisko II in Zlota (Salacinska and Zako$cielna 2007, fig. 20: 2, 4, 11, fig. 25:
2, fig. 29: 7). Slightly bigger specimens come from graves 4 and 7 at the cemetery in Krasne
Kolonia (Zako$cielna 2010, tabl. XXVIc: 26; XXIXb: 13).

While analyzing the flint inventory found in grave 4, in comparison to other sepulchral
assemblages of the Lublin-Volhynia culture, their size and diversity is noteworthy. The
grave yielded 12 artefacts, representing as many as 9 categories of artefacts (Table. I; Fig.
7). Twelve or more flint artefacts occurred in only three cases: in grave 1/1961 at site IA in
Strzyz6w, and in graves 4 (18 specimens) and 5 (12 specimens) at site 2 in Ksiaznice
(ZakoScielna 2010, tab. 34; Wilk 2004, table 2; Wilk 2006, table 2).

Looking at the structure of the discussed assemblage, it must be observed that it differs
from other assemblages of burial goods of the Lublin-Volhynia culture because it contains
rare types of artefacts: a burin spall, two blades with retouched notches and an arrowhead
of the Soénia type.

To date, blades with retouched notches have occurred only at site 7 in Las Stocki
(Zako$cielna 1996, tabl. XIV:22, tabl. XXI: 2). While, grave 1 in Zubkéw yielded a notched
blade of Volhynian flint, formed using continuous fluted retouch on both edges (Zakoscielna
2010, tabl. LXXXIXa: 6).

The burin spall from grave 14 in Ksiaznice is the only one of this type of find discovered
in the sepulchral context of the Lublin-Volhynia culture. Likewise, the arrowhead of the
Soénia type, unearthed near the western edge of the burial pit, is very rare. Four arrow-
heads of this type were found in the assemblage of artefacts discovered in the north-western
part of grave 4 in Ksigznice and consisting of 16 artefacts (including, 12 trapezoids of cho-
colate flint), which was ultimately interpreted as a quiver with arrows (Wilk 2004, fig. 7:
16-18).

Apart from the cemetery in Ksiaznice, a single arrowhead of the So$nia type was found
in feature 1/83 at site C in Grodek (Zawislak 2013, tabl. LIX: 3).

While investigating the location of individual artefacts in the burial pit, it can be con-
cluded that its creators relied on the same logic as those of more traditional skeletal burials
while arranging the burial space. Both vessels were found in the southern part of the pit, in
the place corresponding to the customary positioning of vessels in male graves — at the
height of the chest and before the skull (e.g., in graves 1, 4, 5, 17 from the cemetery in
Ksigznice; Wilk 2004, fig. 3A, 7A; Wilk and Diakowska-Kufel 2016, fig. 3). Some of the flint
artefacts were also found in the southern part of the pit, in the place, in which — in the case
of a classic skeletal grave — the skull should be lying. This fact, as well as the character of
burial goods, among which 12 flint artefacts, allows us to make a very probable assumption
that an adult male was buried in grave 14.
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2.3. Anthropological analysis

Cremated bones were mechanically divided during exploration. Anthropological ana-
lysis was done by Anita Szczepanek.

Inventory: KS/15/12. Bones strongly and evenly burnt, cream-beige in colour, weight 2 g.
The preserved elements include scarce, small fragments of bones from cranial vault (the
largest ones 1,3 x 1,2 cm). Inventory: KS/25/12. Bones strongly and unevenly burnt, cream-
beige or black in colour, weight 3 g. The preserved elements of post cranial skeleton include
small fragments of diaphyses and epiphyses of long bones (the largest ones 1,9 x 1,6 cm).

Upper part of the grave pit. Bones strongly and unevenly burnt, cream-beige or black
in colour, weight 81 g. The preserved elements of skeleton include fragments of cranial
bones (the largest ones 3 x 3 cm) and pieces of diaphyses (the longest ones 5,3 cm) and
epiphyses of long bones as well as parts of ribs and scapular spine.

Grave pit. Bones strongly and unevenly burnt, cream-beige or black in colour (Fig. 4:
B, C), weight 233 g. The preserved elements of cranium include fragments of cranial vault
(the largest ones 4 x 3 cm), sutures partially fused, and fragments of petrosal part of tem-
poral bone. Facial bones are represented by fragment of mandibular body with alveoli and
roots of permanent teeth. Elements of post cranial skeleton comprise numerous fragments
of long bones epiphyses and diaphyses (the longest ones 5,7 cm) as well as parts of costae,
bodies of vertebrae and elements of pelvis. On the basis of the cranial suture obliteration,
the age at death of this individual was established as Maturus, the sex was not deter-
mined.

Additionally at a depth of 40-45 cm slightly burnt small fragments of human bones (1 g)
and parts of animal teeth (cattle) were found although the animal bones could have got
into the feature accidentally.

The anthropological analysis enabled to establish the colour and the degree to which
the bones has been burned as well as to determine the age at death of this individual (Fair-
grieve 2008). The determination of the sex according to anthropological criteria was not
possible due to the lack of diagnostic skeletal fragments. The cream-beige colour observed
in the analysed material suggest that the bones were heated to more than 800°C (Fair-
grieve 2008), which means that the temperature in the place where they were burned
might have reached 1000-1200°C. This temperature was probably achieved during cre-
mation on a pyre (Piontek 1976; 2002). Simultaneously, some fragments of the skull and
also the long bones of the diaphyses are black in colour indicating a lower burning tem-
perature, so the temperature within the pyre was differentiated. The total weight of the
burned bones is 320 g and it is lower than the experimentally achieved mass of cremated
remains that is 2284 g (1735-3001 g) in the case of male burials and 1616 g (1227-2216 g)
in female burials (McKinley 1994).
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2.4. Dating of grave 14

We have no radiocarbon dating from this grave, and therefore its chronology is deter-
mined by the interpretation of the data coming from the typological analysis of the arte-
facts, the dating of the entire cemetery of the Lublin-Volhynia culture on site 2 in Ksiagznice,
and the chronology of the occurrence of cremation graves on the neighboring territories.

Pear-shaped cups occur practically during every stage in the development of the Lub-
lin-Volhynia culture, and as a vessel form they are of no chronological significance. How-
ever, the tendency to ornament vessels with horn-shaped knobs on the circumference of
vessels’ bodies, which is observed on vessels from Ksigznice, Zlota and Krasne-Kolonia,
together with the knowledge of the absolute chronology of these necropolises (Salaciniska
and ZakoScielna 2007, tabela 2; Wilk 2016, fig. 11; ZakoScielna 2010, tab. 6), makes us
relate specimens decorated in this way to the younger stage in the development of the
Lublin-Volhynia culture.

In the case of gooseneck pots with notched spouts, the problem is more complicated.
Zako$cielna and Kadrow, relying on the assemblages from site 7 in Las Stocki and site 6 in
Wawolnica, related the presence of such vessels to phase II of the Lublin-Volhynia culture
(Kadrow and Zakoscielna 2000, 214, figs. 22-24; ZakoScielna 2006, 82, fig. 3). Bearing in
mind the genetic connections between the Rzeszéw phase of the Malice culture and the
early stage of the Lublin-Volhynia culture, which are emphasized by both authors, it must
be presumed that the observed custom of decorating vessel spouts with a fingerprint motif,
as well as with notches, has its origin in the Malice culture. The question, however, re-
mains how to explain the flourishing of this type of ornamentation in phase III, in which
gooseneck pots decorated with fingerprints or notches constitute a large percentage of pot-
tery inventories (e.g., sites 3 and 10 in Lancut; Gruszczynska and Mitura 2002, 50-51;
Kadrow and Klosiniska 1989, 12, fig. 7), at the defense settlement of Bronocice (Kruk and
Milisauskas 1985, 55-57), at site 2 in Ksiaznice (Wilk 2004, fig. 4B:3, fig. 7C:2; 2006, fig.
8B), and they also occur in the Wyciaze-Zlotniki group (Kozlowski 1971, table VII: 4). Is
this an effect of natural development of such ornamentation in the Lublin-Volhynia cul-
ture, or perhaps — like the form of gooseneck pots themselves — it has an entirely different
provenance, related to the trans-Carpathian influences of the Hunyadihalom-LaZziany ho-
rizon (Kruk and Milisauskas 1985, 85; Kaczanowska 2009, 80).

In summary, as long as we do not have radiocarbon dating, the most reliable way of
dating grave 14 is to relate it to the chronology of the entire cemetery at site 2 in Ksiaznice.

At the moment, on the basis of the analysis of imported copper artefacts and the pre-
sence of pottery belonging to the Hunyadihalom-LazZtiany horizon, and the basis of the
results of calibration of radiocarbon datings for graves 7 and 8, it seems that the necropolis
functioned at the turn of the 5™ and 4" and early in the 4 millennium BC, most probably
between 4030-3830 BC (Wilk 2016, 24). However, while looking at the number of un-
earthed burials, the real period of using the cemetery should not have exceeded 80 to 100
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years (Wilk 2016, 23; Furmanek and Mozgala-Swacha 2017, 181). Such a chronology of
the site in Ksigznice corresponds well to the new data about the absolute chronology of the
Copper Age in the Carpathian Basin, and the proposal of a much earlier dating of the Hu-
nyadihalom-Laznany horizon than previously assumed, going back to 4200/4000/3950-
3800/3750 BC, (Raczky and Siklési 2013, 569-570, fig. 6, 7; Brummack and Diaconescu
2014, fig. 12, fig. 13, 252). If we add to this that the vast majority of instances of cremation
burial practices in this part of Europe are associated with the horizon Hunyadihalom-
Laznany, the aforementioned argument becomes even more valid.

3. THE CREMATION BURIAL PRACTICE
IN THE COPPER AGE
IN THE CARPATHIAN BASIN AND WESTERN UKRAINE

In the second half of the 5% and at the beginning of the 4™ millennium BC, correspon-
ding to the period when the Lublin-Volhynia culture was developing on the areas covered
by the present-day south-eastern Poland and western Ukraine, in the Carpathian Basin
and the north edge of the Carpathian Mountains, some of the societies living there used
biritual burial practices, consisting of inhumation and cremation of the body, and two
types of burial: a pit burial, and a cremation (urn) burial (Fig. 8).

The beginnings of cremation burial in Central Europe date to the Mesolithic (Gil-
Drozd 2010; Kosko and Videiko 1995). On the territory of the Carpathian Basin, which is
of particular interest to us, this type of burial was used with varying intensity from the
beginnings of the Neolithic, and lasted until the late Copper Age (Lichter 2001, tabelle 24,
abb. 168; Nevizansky 1985, 258; Sutekova 2007, 6-9).

Related to the early Copper Age, evidence of the use of cremation come from a ne-
cropolis of the Tiszapolgar culture in the villages of Lacky (8 graves, Nevizansky, 1984,
264), Tibava (graves 3/55, 3, 6, 15/56; Siska 1964, 339-340) and Vel’ke Ragkovce (grave
22; Vizdal 1977, 46-47). In the Bodrogkeresztar culture, instances of cremation have oc-
curred twice, in grave 29 on the Jaszladany cemetery, and in grave 4 on the Fényeslitke
cemetery (Nevizansky 1984, 279). Both in the case of Tiszapolgar and the Bodrogkeresztar
cultures, cremation was an incidental ritual, which did not lead to a wider propagation of
the idea of cremation among societies of the early Copper Age, or those from the begin-
nings of the middle Copper Age.

It was only at the beginning of the 4th millennium BC, in the Laznany group, which
was occupying the northern part of the Carpathian Basin, that cremation became an im-
portant element in the burial ritual (Lichter 2001, fig. 160). From this period come several
dozen burials located on four cemeteries:

1. Male Zaluzice-Laznany: 20 graves, including 16 cremation graves (Budinsky-Kricka
1964, 87-96);
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LEGEND 1 - Liaeky, Kosice region, Slovakia

2 - Tibava, Kosice region, Slovakia

3 - Vel'ke Raskovee, Kosice region, Slovakia

4 - Fényeslitke, Szaboles-Szatmér-Bereg county, Hungary

Location of the cemetery with cremation burials:
@ - on the Tiszapolgir culture

B - on the Bodrogkeresztir culture 5
O -onthe Laziany group

o - on the Lublin-Volhynian culture
&> - on the Trypolie culture

- Jaszladany, Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok county, Hungary
6 - Male ZaluZice-LaZhany, Kosice region, Slovakia

7 - Sebastovee, Kosice region, Slovakia

8 - Barca, Kosice region, Slovakia

9 - Velykie Lazy, Zakarpattia region, Ukraina

10 - Ksig#nice, swigtokrzyskie province, Poland

11 - Grodek, Lviv region, Ukraina

12 - Diwinogrdd, Lviv region, Ukraina

13 - Ostrog, Rivne region, Ukraina

Fig. 8. Map of the location of cemeteries with cremation burials in the early and middle Copper Age in the
Carpathian Basin and the north edge of the Carpathian Mountains,
drawn by S. Wilk based on Lichter 2001; Brummack 2015, on the backing downloaded
from https://maps-for-free.com/, © autorzy OpenStreetMap)

2. Sebastovce: 42 graves, including 11 cremation graves (4 urn burials), 23 skeletal
graves, 9 indeterminate graves (Siska 1972, 110-122);

3. Barca: 27 graves, including 6 cremation burials (3 urn graves), 12 skeletal graves,
g indeterminate graves (Siska 1972, 122-128);
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4. Velyke Lazy: cemetery described as a cremation one, but the exact number of graves
is not known (Budinsky-Kri¢ka 1964, 96-99; Nevizansky 1984, 288).

As can be seen from the above data, the percentage of cremation burials in the extreme
case reached 80% (Male ZaluZice-Lazilany), and on the cemeteries of Sebastovce and Barca,
respectively 26% and 22%.

The majority of cremation features can be described as pit burials, in whose fill concen-
trations of burnt human were found. Unfortunately, in most cases, outlines of pits have
not been preserved, or have not been documented, and therefore it is difficult to say any-
thing about the size and shape of these features. Burial goods mostly consist of two to three
vessels, sometimes accompanied by single flint artefacts (Budinsky-Kri¢ka 1964, 87-96;
Siska 1972, 111-128). The richest assemblages (graves 23 and 8 from the Sebastovce ce-
metery) have 7 and 9 vessels, respectively (Siska 1972, 114-115; Nevizansky 1984, 289).
None of the cremation burials yielded copper artefacts. Only 7 cases (graves 1, 3, 5 at Barca
cemetery and graves 13, 15, 22 and 26 at Sebastovce cemetery) contained urn burials, and
burnt human remains were found inside the vessels (Nevizansky 1984, 288).

Owing to recently published radiocarbon dates of four graves from Barca cemetery, we
know that the necropolis functioned in the years 3960-3800 BC (Brummack 2015, fig. 16).
Even though these dates were obtained from skeletal graves, until now they are the best
reference to the chronology of the cremation graves in the LaZziiany group. At the same
time, it must be emphasized that very similar dates, going back to the 4™ millennium BC,
have been obtained for skeletal graves of the Hunyadihalom group, which were discovered
in the settlement of Tiszaltic-Sarkad (Brummack 2015, fig. 16; Raczky and Siklési 2013,
table 2).

Traces of cremation were also recorded at several sites of Ludanice group (i.a. Bratislava-
-Dtbravka, Cierne Kla¢any, Komjatice, Nevidzany), Balaton-Lasinja I culture (i.a. Nadap,
Sémjénhaza, Zalaszentgrot-Tekenye) and Bajé-Retz group (Gajary, Hokovce, Bratislava-
Devinska Nova Ves, Komjatice) in the Transdanubia and West Slovakia (Sutekové 2007, 7).

Within the societies of the Lublin-Volhynia culture, living on the border of Roztocze
and the Podolian Upland, we know of two cases of cremation burial ritual. Both are from
the area of Lviv. The first one is DZwinogrod, site Hojeva Hora, where a cemetery consis-
ting of four skeletal graves and one cremation burial was discovered (feature 2). Feature 2
covers the area of ca 75 x 50 cm. In the southern part of the pit, there were burnt human
bones, and among them — a blade, a retouched blade made of Volynian flint and a horn
battle axe. While, a small copper hook and a lower part of a vessel were unearthed in the
western part of the pit (Sveshnikov 1956, 57). Anna ZakoScielna believes that it is the case
of a destroyed skeletal grave of the Lublin-Volhynia culture by a younger cremation fea-
ture from the Roman period (ZakoScielna 2010, 70).

The second case is from the village of Grodek, which is also situated in the district of
Lviv, and where — during the building works conducted in the spring of 2014 — a very rich
burial was found; it contained, according to accidental discoverers, burnt bones. The burial
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goods consisted of fragmentarily preserved eight clay vessels (semi-spherical bowls, pots
and amphorae), and eight copper ornaments (a triangular pendant, five bracelets of various
types and two half-rings), some of which had traces of burning (Pawliw et al. 2016).

Of great interest is also the cemetery of the Tripolye culture (phase BII), situated about
200 km to the east, in Ostrdg in the district of Rovno. Its unique character is due to the fact
that in its pottery inventory we can observe characteristics of phase BII of the Tripolye
culture and of the Rzeszéw phase of the Malice culture (Pozikhovkiy and Samolyuk 2008).
This necropolis, preliminarily dated to ca 4100-3600 BC, consisted of 18 cremation
burials, forming an oval elongated along the N-S axis (Pozikhovkiy and Samolyuk 2008,
fig. 1b). Apart from the painted Tripolye culture in the graves, there were many forms
characteristic of the Malice culture such as goblets and cups with high, outward- bent
necks, as well as bowls and pots with bi-conical profiles, decorated with notched orna-
ments on shoulders or the spouts (Pozikhovkiy and Samolyuk 2008, 41, fig. 2, 4-9, 11).
Among the unearthed objects, particularly noteworthy is a vessel shaped like a flower pot
from feature 9, decorated with knobs reaching above the spout, and characteristic of the
Lublin-Volhynia culture (Pozikhovkiy and Samolyuk 2008, fig. 6: 2). Unfortunately, like
in the case of the other aforementioned cremation features, there are virtually no details
concerning the outlines or sizes of the burial pits. Only in the case of grave 18 do we
know that it was an oval oriented along the E-W axis, ca 115 x 95 cm (Pozikhovkiy and
Samolyuk 2008, 35, fig. 10).

Among the above presented examples of cremation burials, it is very difficult to point
another arrangement of human remains and burial goods like the one discovered in grave
14 in Ksigznice. It seems that a slightly similar arrangement only occurred in grave 34 from
the village of Sebastovce, where two vessels were located south of a concentration of burnt
bones (Siska 1972, abb. 17: 34).

4. SUMMARY

The discovery of the cremation grave at the cemetery of the Lublin-Volhynia culture at
site 2 in Ksigznice sheds new light on the complicated processes of the adaptation of
southern cultural patterns by societies living in Lesser Poland at the turn of the 5™ and 4%
millennium BC. To date, it has been thought that in the discussed period, north of the
Carpathians, there was only one type of burial — namely, inhumation, and new socio-cultural
trends were reduced to the acceptance of most norms of conduct in relation to the de-
ceased, such as creating separate cemeteries at some distance from settlements, and diver-
sification of burials depending on the gender and social status of the buried individual.

Most researchers, while describing the changes that occurred in the social structure,
sepulchral customs and material culture of the groups living in Lesser Poland in the se-
cond half of the 5™ and 4™ millennium BC, highlight the significance of the influences from
older groups of the Polgar cycle (such cultures as the Tiszapolgir and Bodrogkeresztar
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cultures; Kozlowski 1971; 2006; Kadrow 2008; ZakoS$cielna 2010). Meanwhile, in light of
the new data presented above about the absolute chronology of the Copper Age in the Car-
pathina Basin and the new materials of the Lublin-Volhynia culture from Pinczéw Hum-
mock (Ksigznice) and the borderland between Roztocze and Podolian Upland (Grbdek), it
turns out that societies of the Hunyadihalom-Laziiany horizon could have played a much
greater role than previously thought in changing the cultural face of the areas located on
the northern and north-eastern foreland of the Carpathians (Wilk 2016, 23).
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