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PROFESSOR HENRYK MARUSZCZAK -

on the fifth anniversary of his death

Prof. Henryk Maruszczak was one of the greatest Polish geographers and an internally
renowned authority on loess research (Lanczot et al. 2015, 281-282).

He was born on October 1% 1922 in Lublin. After military service (1944-1945) from
November 1945 he studied geography at the Maria Curie-Sklodowska University. Initially
he was interested in historical geography. In 1949 he obtained a Master’s degree in phi-
losophy, in the field of geography, on the basis of the thesis The population changes in the
voitvodeship of Lublin in the period 1822-1946 (Maruszczak 1949). This was swiftly fol-
lowed by his doctoral dissertation — The state and changes of the forest area in the
voitvodeship of Lublin in the year 1830 — in 1952 (Maruszczak 1951).

His entire professional life was associated with Maria Curie-Sklodowska University in
Lublin, starting from the position of draftsman (1946) to full professor (1977) and director
of the Institute of Earth Sciences (1972-1978). Since 1977 until his retirement in 1993, he
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was the Head of Department of Physical Geography (since 1992, Physical Geography and
Paleogeography).

He was awarded, amongst others, with. the honorary title of “Meritorious Teacher of
the Polish People’s Republic” (1984), Officer’s Cross of Polonia Restituta (1993), member-
ships of INQUA (1995), Polish Geographical Society (1987) and Association of Polish Geo-
morphologists (1995), repeatedly awarded by the Minister of Education and Higher Edu-
cation and the Minister of National Education (Kardaszewska 1995; 2004a).

Professor Maruszczak died in Lublin on October 12t 2012 (Kardaszewska and Lanczot
2012).

Among the research problems undertaken by the professor, the first to be mentioned
should be the studies of loess, further paleogeography, geomorphology and historical geo-
graphy, which he was interested in from the very beginning of his scientific activity. Refer-
ring to his early work, in 1974 he started the studies on environmental changes — taking
into account the anthropogenic factor — in prehistory and in historical times. Publications
in this subject, in which he introduced his own geoarchaeological research methods, re-
present more than 10 percent of printed output (Kardaszewska 2004b). They relate pri-
marily to the area of Lublin Region (Maruszczak 1974), especially to Roztocze (Maruszczak
2002), but also to the entire territory of Poland (Maruszczak 1991; 1999a).

Professor Maruszczak was a regular consultant of excavations conducted on the loess
archaeological objects of Lublin and Sandomierz Uplands, but also in other areas. His
geomorphological knowledge served the researchers of sites with different chronologies,
from the Middle Paleolithic to the early Middle Ages and Medieval period. The most im-
portant sites to be mentioned here include the hunting camp in Zwolen, dated to the Mid-
dle Paleolithic (Maruszczak 2005), the Late Paleolithic flint workshop in Pawlow, the
megalithic tombs of Funnelbeaker culture in Pawléw and Malice Koécielne and also the
great excavation campaign at the Neolithic barrows on Sokal Plateau-Ridge (Maruszczak
1998). Extremely important verification findings — published in the yearbook Archeologia
Polski Srodkowowschodniej — were brought by the results of the professor’s studies on Early
Medieval sites in Guci6éw, one of the largest gords in Lesser Poland (Maruszczak 1997a;
1999b), Majdan Goérny (Maruszczak 1999c); Skibice (Maruszczak 2001) and Kosobudy
(Maruszczak 1997b). Most likely the “gord” in Romanéw (Maruszcezak 1999d) is a younger
object. Based on the results of these studies Professor joined in the discussion over the
location of the gord of Cherven and Cherven Cities. The monograph Bulgaria (Warsaw
1971, pp. 386) cannot be omitted here, in which the professor, above and beyond the basic
geographical content, presented the historical conditions of the development of the Bul-
garian Slavic nation and state in detail.

Reviewers of Professor Henry Maruszczak’s works emphasize his extensive knowledge,
reliability of research and extraordinary diligence. The results of his work are still valid
and constantly cited by archaeologists, historians and ethnographers.
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