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ABSTRACT

Rybicka M. and Hawinskyi A. 2025. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Ceramic Rattle from a Funnel Beaker Cul-
ture Village. Sprawozdania Archeologiczne 77/2, 233-254.

A clay rattle, made using the technology of the Funnel Beaker culture, was discovered during research conducted
in 2024 on the settlement of this culture in Vynnyky-Lysivka. It was found in Feature 3/2024, which contained
pottery with the style of its eastern and southeastern groups, as well as fragments of tableware with characteris-
tics of the Brinzeni group of the Trypillia culture. Clay rattles are very rarely recorded in the Funnel Beaker cul-
ture, but are more commonly found in the Trypillia culture. A distant analogy for this rattle from Vynnyky-
Lysivka is found in the graves of children from the Vykhvatintsy cemetery. The settlement of the Funnel Beaker
culture from Vynnyky-Lysivka dates, which are similar to those of Brinzeni and Vykhvatintsy. The presence of
pottery imports from the Brinzeni group’s environment suggests that the clay rattle is associated with the Funnel
Beaker culture. It is probably the result of contacts with the Trypillia Culture groups.
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INTRODUCTION

In 2024, during archaeological field research in Vynnyky-Lysivka, a ceramic rattle was
recovered from the upper level of a feature attributed to the Funnel Beaker Culture (FBC).
Sound instruments have never been a frequent find in the artefact assemblages found in
Neolithic and Chalcolithic villages throughout Central Europe. The oldest ones in the lands
of Poland are associated with the Neolithic (Tatoni 2021, 193). Another type that can be
included in this group of artefacts is drums, which are a distinctive feature of archaeologi-
cal cultures dating back to the second half of the 4% millennium BC in the Elbe River re-
gion. Communities of the Salzmiinde Culture, the Deep Stitch Pottery Culture (die Tief-
stichkeramik-Kultur) and the Walternienburg-Bernburg Culture are known to have used
drums (Preuss 1980; Behrens 1973; 1981). Several drums are also reported to have been
found east of the Oder River, in Beaker-Baden contexts of Kuyavia (e.g., Radziejow Ku-
jawski, Site 4; Gabaléwna 1959, 111; Rybicka 1995), and some others belong to the Globu-
lar Amphora Culture (Gabaléwna 1959, 111). They can be interpreted as the result of con-
tact between past human groups inhabiting the Elbe River region and those living in the
Polish Lowlands.

Rattles are rare artefacts to be found in the FBC. Such artefacts are also characteristic
of the Trypillia culture (Voytyuk et al. 2022; Oliynyk 2024). They are relatively standard
items in household inventories, including those from the Late Bronze Age, such as the
Lusatian culture (Gedl 2007; Tatoni 2023).

Therefore, the discovery of a rattle in materials from the settlement in Vynnyky-Ly-
sivka may arouse interest. The question of the investigated find’s cultural affiliation is fun-
damental. An attempt to provide the correct affiliation is presented below.

LOCATION OF THE SITE
IN VYNNYKY-LYSIVKA

The site in Vynnyky-Lysivka is situated on the plateau of Mount Lysivka in the south-
eastern part of the Roztochchia hills (Kondracki 1998). The plateau is 321 m above sea
level (Fig. 1) and extends a distance of up to 400 m from west to east. Its usual width is
from 80 to 100 m, and the maximum width reaches even 130-150 m (Fig. 2). The topogra-
phy of the plateau is remarkable for its outstanding exposure. The difference in height
between the level of the flat plateau and the bottom of the valley located to the east of the
hill is about 80 m (The GPS coordinates are N49 48°43.9488” E24 7'55.0884” and N49
48°46.2564” E24 7'38.0172” for the eastern and western parts, respectively). At the south-
eastern foot of Lysivka is the broad valley of the Marunka River, a tributary of the Western
Buh.
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Fig. 1. Geographic location (1) of the prehistoric village in Vynnyky-Lysivka (2), Lviv district
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EXCAVATIONS
IN VYNNYKY-LYSIVKA, 2016-2024

Since 2016, excavations have been systematically carried out in the north and south of
the site known as Vynnyky-Lysivka, located in the Lviv district. In the southeastern por-
tion, the remains of a Funnel Beaker homestead were recovered (House No. 1; Hawinskyi
and Rybicka 2021) (Fig. 2). In 2021-2023, exploratory units oriented east and west ex-
panded to the northern and central portions of the village (Hawinskyi et al. 2024). As
aresult of these works, a ditch and a rampart were identified in the western part of the site,
while in the centre, a feature of the Malice culture and a series of waste and storage pits of
the FBC were revealed (Fig. 2; Hawinskyi et al. 2024). In 2024, another excavation unit
was dug to expand the research area containing exploratory units developed in 2022-2023
further to the east (Fig. 2). Similarly to 2023, an occupation layer rich in finds was uncov-
ered there, the bottom level of which was found at a depth of ca. 70-80 cm (Hawinskyi
et al. 2024). In the unit of 2024, at a level of ca. 70 cm below the occupation layer, the re-
mains of Feature No. 3/2024 were revealed (Figs 3-5), covering a relatively large expanse,
from the upper level of which a ceramic rattle was recovered (Figs 6 and 7); the findspot
was in the southwestern part of the Feature.

FEATURE NO. 3/2024

Feature No. 3/2024 had an irregular shape, approximately 12 m long and 2-6 m wide.
The dark black filling of the feature was visible against the light-brown sediment layer. To
clarify as many details as possible, five cross-sections were made every two meters (Figs
3-5). At a level of about 0.9 m below the present-day surface, the feature broke up into
several smaller, irregularly shaped features up to 1.5 m long. The filling here was no longer
as uniform as at 0.7 m depth. It was now often mixed with light-brown sediments marked
by animal burrows and spotted with black-grey humus soil (Fig. 4). The outlines of one of
them (No. 3/2024/7) were most distinct in the horizontal plane: 1.8 m in diameter with
a flat bottom 15 cm deep (Figs 3-5). The shape and size of the features were similar to those
characteristic of clay daub platforms at this site. The construction was not exposed to its
limits, as it came up against the southern and eastern margins of the excavation area (Figs
4 and 5). On the upper level, in the southwestern sector of the feature, a ceramic rattle was
discovered along with a rich sample (about 3000 sherds) of the Funnel Beaker pottery
(Figs 8-13) and several sherds of Trypillia Culture vessels (Fig. 14). The findspot was at
a depth of about 55 cm.
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Fig. 5. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Southern section of Feature 3/2024
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THE RATTLE

The oviform rattle is 4.3 cm in height. The maximum width is approximately 1/3 of the
artefact’s height and reaches 3.3 cm. The top part is 1.0 cm wide and flat. The thickness of
the walls surrounding the inner cavity of the rattle is 0.4-0.65 cm. There is a pair of small
ceramic balls (pellets of clay) in the cavity (Figs 6 and 7: 5). There is no decoration on the
surface of the artefact. From a technological point of view, the fabric of the rattle is similar
to that of the Funnel Beaker pottery.

POTTERY
OF THE FUNNEL BEAKER CULTURE

The exploratory units excavated by us in 2022-2023 provided a rich sample of the FBC
pottery from both the occupation layer and the features (Hawinskyi et al. 2024). Frag-
ments of the Trypillia Culture pottery were regularly observed here and there, whereas
the Mierzanowice Culture was not represented by a single identifiable artefact. Between
2016 and 2024, several pottery fragments of this culture were discovered (Hawinskyi
and Rybicka 2021; Hawinskyi et al. 2024). Feature No. 3/2024, on the upper level of
which the rattle was discovered, yielded a total of over 3000 fragments of vessels attrib-
uted to the FBC.

The ceramic sample consisted of fragments of beakers with flat and arched rims, under
which there were motifs based on stamp impressions, or engravings, arranged in single or
double row patterns (Figs 8: 1, 2, 8, 9, 11; 9: 1, 2; 10: 1). There were some fragments from
undecorated vessels of the same type (Fig. 8: 3-7, 10). The sample contained numerous
fragments of pots, on the rims of which were located one or, less often, two plastic cordons
decorated with finger impressions (Fig. 10: 3, 4; 11). Fragments of undecorated jars and
bowls are also present (Fig. 10). Of note are the ansa lunata cups (Fig. 13: 1-2) and cor-
doned flasks (Fig. 13: 3-5). Of particular interest is the body of a vase decorated with a seg-
mented pattern of furrowed stitches arranged as vertical lines (Fig. 12: 1). Also worthy of
attention is the rim fragment of the pot decorated with a notched plastic cordon and a rounded
knob (Fig. 7: 3). Another noteworthy artefact is a fragment of a pot with a rim thickening
inside (Fig. 10: 2). The shapes and decorations of the vessels described above have many
similarities in Funnel Beaker settlement samples from the loess areas of Rzeszéow and
Przemysl (e.g., Pawlosiow, Site 52; Rybicka et al. 2014), as well as from the Western Bug
region (Lezhnytsia-Chub; Rybicka et al. 2019).



Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Ceramic Rattle from a Funnel Beaker Culture Village 241

/

/

Fig. 7. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Pottery finds of the FBC. 1-4 - fragments of vessels; 5 — ceramic rattle
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Fig. 8. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Feature 3/2024. Pottery finds of the FBC
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Fig. 9. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Feature 3/2024. Pottery finds of the FBC
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Fig. 10. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Feature 3/2024. Pottery finds of the FBC
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Fig. 11. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Feature 3/2024. Pottery finds of the FBC
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Fig. 13. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Feature 3/2024. Pottery finds of the FBC
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DATING OF THE FUNNEL BEAKER CULTURE POTTERY FINDS
FROM FEATURE NO. 3/2024

The shapes and decorations of the FBC pottery found in Feature No. 3/2024 are simi-
lar to those observed in the finds from House 1 in Vynnyky-Lysivka (Hawinskyi and Ry-
bicka 2021). Numerous type IB beakers decorated with engraved, impressed, or cut column-
like figures, as well as the cordoned flasks, are good representatives of the Wiérek phase of
the eastern Beaker group (Jazdzewski 1936; Kosko 1981; Rybicka 2004; Grygiel 2016),
while the ansa lunata cups are among the most recognisable signatures of the southeastern
Beaker group (Wlodarczak 2006; Kadrow 2009).

The above stylistics were previously identified on vessels found in the FBC Feature
2/2013 in Vynnyky-Lysivka (Havinskyj et al. 2021, fig. 5). This is a “C-dated sample to
4650+35 BP (Poz-111073), which, after calibration, yields a range of 3506-3368 (62.2%)
and 3516-3365 cal. BC (95.4%) (Havinskyi et al. 2021, table 1). Pottery finds with the same
features were also found in Features 1/2019 and 3/2019 at the same site (Havinskyi et al.
2021, fig. 6). The available “C values are as follows: (Ua-68160) 4566+34 BP: 3368-3119
cal. BC (68.2%) and 3487-3102 cal. BC (95.4%); (Ua-68162) 4639+33 BP: 3498-3367 cal. BC
(68.2%) and 3516-3360 cal. BC (95.4%); (Ua-68163) 4660+33 BP: 3509-3371 (68.2%) and
3518-3367 cal. BC (95.4%) (Havinskyi et al. 2021, table 1). We also have a *C value for
Feature 2/2023 (Poz-171023 4555+35 BP: 3368-3114 cal. BC (68.3%) and 3486-3102 cal. BC
(95.4%). The stylistic attributes of the pottery finds from there are similar to those charac-
teristic of the rest of the “C-dated features (Havinskyi et al. 2024, fig. 12). In general, the
Beaker culture pottery discovered in Vynnyky-Lysivka can be placed within the time range
of 3550-3350 cal. BC (Havinskyi et al. 2021, figs 4-6). This range of dates is entirely con-
sistent with the chronology of the pottery finds of similar stylistics discovered in Pawlosiow,
Site 52, in the loess area of Rzeszoéw and Przemysl (Rybicka et al. 2014).

THE TRYPILLIA CULTURE

Both in Feature 3/2024 and in the occupation layer, tableware fragments of the Trypil-
lia Culture were found (Fig. 14). In total, no less than 10 fragments of vessels were re-
corded.

Of the entire sample, the most notable are fragments of painted vessel bodies and a frag-
ment of a bowl rim. The rim fragment represents a hemispheric bowl, both the outer and
inner surfaces of which were painted. This technique is reminiscent of the style character-
istic of the Brinzeni Group of the Trypillia CII stage (Markevich 1981; Verteletskyi 2016;
2020; Sirbu et al. 2020; Dergachev 2021, 34-56). Prehistoric settlements with ceramics imitat-
ing Brinzeni ornamentation and vessel shapes have been discovered in Ostroh and its vi-
cinity in Western Volhynia (Verteletskyi 2016, 2020). However, the method of decoration
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they used to adorn the bowl from Vynnyky has no direct relation to the ornamentation
used on the hemispheric bowls in Western Volhynia. We can only point out some indirect
stylistic parallels in Novomalyn-Podobanka (Verteletskyi 2016; 2020) and Khoriv-Pid-
luzhzhia (Fig. 14; Verteletskyi 2020; fig. 8). Bowls decorated similarly are associated with
the Trypillia component at the FBC site in Lezhnytsia-Chub (Rybicka et al. 2019).

Fig. 14. Vynnyky-Lysivka, Lviv district. Feature 3/2024. Pottery finds of the Trypillia culture
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DATING OF THE BRINZENI GROUP

The most notable syncretism is observed in the pottery finds from Novomalyn-Podo-
banka, where the features of the Trypillia Culture are combined with those of the FBC.
Radiocarbon values were calculated from a sample of a beaker whose surfaces were paint-
ed red (Krol and Rybicka 2016). This design is most likely associated with the Trypillia
Culture. The “C value for Poz-55979 yields 4670+40 BP, which translates to 3516-3372
cal. BC (68.2%) and 3627-3363 cal. BC (95.4%). It is precisely the syncretism of the pottery
finds observed in Novomalyn-Podobanka that we have in mind when extrapolating the
values we have just mentioned to the dating of the village representing the Brinzeni com-
ponent at this site.

According to A. Diachenko and T. Harper (2016, fig. 3), the analysis of currently avail-
able radiocarbon dates indicates that the Brinzeni Group of the Trypillia Culture can be
dated to the range 3600-3300 BC. In recent years, a new series of radiocarbon dates have
been obtained from habitation contexts in Northern Moldova, and these values fit per-
fectly into the above range (Rybicka et al. 2020; Sirbu et al. 2020). Because the house
debris in Brinzeni — Tiganca and Costesti contained specific Beaker pottery, it should be
attributed to the same chronological range (Rybicka 2017; Sirbu et al. 2020). The dates of
the Funnel Beaker and the Trypillia Culture pottery are closely interrelated.

SOME REMARKS ON THE CULTURAL AFFILIATION
OF THE VYNNYKY-LYSIVKA RATTLE

Ceramic rattles are unlikely to have been the kind of devices that Beaker people used
regularly. The only known example is a conical rattle (height = 8.2 cm; base diameter = 3.5 cm)
from the Funnel Beaker habitation context in Kietrz, Opole Voivodeship (Piwko 1987-1988).

Sound instruments of this type appeared more frequently in various subsequent phas-
es of the Trypillia Culture (Balabyna 1998; Voytyuk et al. 2022; Oliynyk 2024). They vary
in shape and ornamentation and were recorded in sacral contexts, particularly in graves.
The rattle from Vynnyky-Lysivka has no direct parallels in the published pottery record of
the Trypillia Culture. Some indirect associations can still be observed among the toys re-
covered from children’s burials in Vykhvatintsy (Georgieva and Milanov 2005, fig. 2: 3-4;
Oliynyk 2024). The body of one of the rattles from there has no decoration, and its shape
is similar to the shape of the rattle we are now publishing. The difference is that the rattle
from Vykhvatintsy has a knob with a hole on top. According to well-founded scientific
proposals, the necropolis in Vykhvatintsy corresponds to the younger phase of the Brin-
zeni group (Dergachev 2021; Diachenko and Harper 2016).

Considering both the manufacturing techniques and the depositional context, it can be
inferred that the rattle is associated with the FBC component of the site. However, it is
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worth noting that the idea of rattles could have arisen after contacts between the inhabit-
ants of Mound Lysivka and the people of the Brinzeni Group of the Trypillia Culture: it is
not without reason that tableware imports and syncretic pottery types combine features of
both formations.

CONCLUSIONS

Between 3600 and 3300 BC, direct contact between the communities of the FBC and
those of the Trypillia Culture was by no means rare (Rybicka 2017). The now-visible result
of this interplay is that imported Trypillia tableware is identified within the FBC framework,
and FBC pottery is regularly found in Trypillia features (Rybicka 2017; Hawinskyi and
Rybicka 2021). In the border areas, as a result of prehistoric contacts, innovative syncretic
pottery types have emerged, combining features of both traditions under study, providing
evidence of communication between their representatives. The site in Novomalyn-Podo-
banka, Western Volhynia, may serve as a good example of this process (Rybicka 2017).

Various evidence of FBC-Trypillia interactions can also be observed at Vynnyky-Lysivka,
either in the form of syncretic pottery types or several tableware imports from the Trypillia
milieu of the Brinzeni Group (Rybicka et al. 2018; Hawinskyi and Rybicka 2021).

Regarding the rattle from Vynnyky-Lysivka, it is worth mentioning that a ceramic
whistle with a most distinctive bird-like shape was identified in a ceramic assemblage from
the site of the eastern Funnel Beaker group in Kielczewo, Western Poland (Sobkowiak-
Tabaka et al. 2023). The avianomorphic design is nonetheless associated with the zoomor-
phic statuettes of the Trypillia Culture (Jakubenko 1998; Kiosak et al. 2014; Ovchynnykov
2014). The fact that the FBC contains artefacts with non-utilitarian functions (e.g., rattles)
allows one to assume that interactions between the communities of the cultures in ques-
tion could have been very diverse and included both economic relations, such as exchange
for artefacts made of Volhynian flint, pottery and copper goods, and direct contacts be-
tween the participants of those groups.
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